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Occupational and Professional Licensing Administration

District of Columbia Board of Professional Engineers and Land Surveyors
1100 4th Street SW; Suite 500
Washington, DC  20024

Meeting Minutes
September 24, 2026

This meeting is governed by the Open Meetings Act.  Please address any questions or complaints arising under this meeting to the Office of Open Government at opengovoffice@dc.gov.” 3 DCMR § 10409.2   

The District of Columbia Board of Professional Engineers and Land Surveyors met on Thursday, September 24, 2026, at 11:11 a.m. This meeting was held virtually. 
   

Attendance
Board Members: 	Mr. Michael Jelen, Chairman, Mr. Dan Hanlon, Vice Chairman, Mr. Michael McKenna

Absent:                                   Mr. Roland Carter, Dr. Sam Wilson
                                                
Board Staff:   	Mr. Leon Lewis, Program Manager, Ms. Avis Pearson, Program Manager, Ms. Taylor Coleman, DLCP, Legislative Affairs Specialist, Ms. Allison Brown, DLCP, Policy Analyst, Ms. Kiyana Rayfield, Paralegal Specialist, Faiza Majeed, Attorney Advisor
                                                
                                                                                                
Board Legal Counsel:  	Ms. Jessica Rice, Esq.

Public Guest:                          Melissa Cannata, AMBER Book, Dr. Singh, Pavan Kumar
                                                Boggavarpu
                                                

Agenda Item: Comments from the Public
Mr. Boggavarpu addressed the Board regarding the application process. Ms. Pearson will contact Mr. Boggavarpu following today’s meeting.

Mr. Dreist announced the Big Build event to take place on October 17th.  The Big Build is a free, hands-on festival hosted annually at the National Building Museum in Washington, D.C. It introduces families, especially kids, to the world of construction, architecture, engineering, and skilled trades through immersive, interactive activities.

Mr. Dreist also informed the Board that Mr. Lagana, Chief Surveyor, Department of Buildings (DOB) will depart on October 5th.

Agenda Item: Draft Minutes 
Upon a motion duly made by Mr. Hanlon and properly seconded by Mr. McKenna the Board voted to approve July 23, 2026, meeting minutes.

Agenda Item: Application Approvals
Upon a motion duly made by Mr. McKenna and properly seconded by Mr. Hanlon, the Board voted to ratify the Administrative Approval Applications list for September 24, 2026, attached and incorporated into the meeting minutes. 

Agenda Item: Legislative/Rulemaking 
Ms. Rice provided updates on the following: 
· The Good Samaritan Law became effective on September 5th.  
· The Engineering Technology Accreditation Commission (ETAC) rulemaking has begun its review is in progress with the Legislative Affairs Team.  
· The Mutual Recognition Agreement is in its final stage. 

Education/Sub Committee Update
In partnership with the Board of Architecture, Interior Design and Landscape Architecture, (BAILA) the Board will host an Education Forum on Friday, November 13, 2026, at the Martin Luther King Jr. Memorial Library.  Mr. Cyrus has confirmed with all the speakers. A Save-the- Date invitation will be sent out by the end of this week or early next. He also confirmed that the auditorium’s capacity is 291.  A registration link will be shared with the District of Columbia Land Surveyors Association (DCALS).

Agenda Item:  Old Business
The Board and staff provided feedback from the NCEES Annual Meeting.  Dr. Sam Wilson was installed as President for the Association and will serve a one-year term. Mr. Lewis will serve on the Education Committee.

The Board currently has vacancies for the following: one Professional Engineer, one Land Surveyor.  Board Members are encouraged to forward any recommendations of potential candidates to Ms. Pearson.

[bookmark: _Hlk107318663]Agenda Item:  New Business
The next Board training is scheduled for October 2nd. And will be held in a hybrid format. Members wishing to attend members in person should contact Mr. Norman.

Ms. Pearson has transitioned to a Program Manager role within the agency and will continue supporting the Board.

Ms. Faiza Majeed, Esq., will return as lead Attorney for the Board.  Ms. Rice will no longer work with this Board.


Agenda Item: Executive Session – (Closed to the Public) 
Upon motion, duly made by Mr. Hanlon and properly seconded by Mr. McKenna the Board entered the Executive Session at 11:51a to discuss complaints, legal matters, and applications pursuant to D.C. Official Code § 2-575(b) (4) (A); D.C. Official Code § 2-575(b) (9) and (13). 

Upon motion, duly made by Mr. Hanlon and properly seconded by Mr. McKenna, the Board returned to public session at 1:23pm.

Agenda Item: Recommendations
Upon motion, duly made by Mr. McKenna and properly seconded by Mr. Hanlon the Board voted to approve applications of: George Austin ((PE906124), Matthew Cappello (PE40001091), Ermocrates Castillo (PE4000850), Bruce Ensor (PE906145), Brian Freber (PE901815), Gregory Fowler (PE904582), Phillip Jaminet (PE40003585), Trevor Jones (PE40001563), Suresh Karre (PE907360), David Komacki (PE40002462), Pavan Maneplli (PE907506), John McHugh (PE40001854), Jonathan Murphy (LS40000086), Robert Nangia (905308), Richard Plump (PE40000715), Dan Rhodes (PE901026), Steven Schaub (PE901010), Paul Selman (PE904445), Dagmawie Shikurye (PE921299), and Nathan Stark (PE40003578).

In the matter of 1111-1113 V Street NW, Wondwosen Ali and Tewodros Amde, a motion made by Mr. McKenna and properly seconded by Mr. Hanlon the Board voted to dismiss this case for lack of jurisdiction.

In the matter of BEL Engineering, LLC and Woodsen Ali, a motion made by Mr. McKenna and properly seconded by Mr. Hanlon the Board voted to dismiss for lack of jurisdiction.

In the matter of Briley v Zamani, a motion made by Mr. McKenna and properly seconded by Mr. Hanlon, the Board voted to defer until additional information regarding the contract for this project is obtained.

Agenda Item: Adjournment
Upon motion, duly made by Mr. McKenna and properly seconded by Mr. Hanlon, the Board voted to adjourn the meeting at 1:29pm. 




The next Board meeting is scheduled October 22, 2026 @ 11am.

Respectfully submitted,

Michael Jelen, Chairman




                                                               _________________
                                                                        Date

Recorder/transcriber: Avis Pearson, Board Executive
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