MAYOR’S OFFICE ON ASIAN AND PACIFIC ISLANDER AFFAIRS

COMMISSION ON ASIAN AND PACIFIC ISLANDER COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
March 15, 2023 6:30 PM
441 4th Street, NW Room 721 North

Washington, DC 20001

Conference Call
Conference call: 1-877-787-5492

Participant Password: 9401470

Confirmation Number: 7981972
Agenda

A. Call to Order (2 minutes) 
B. Introductions (2 minutes)
a. Commissioners

b. MOAPIA Staff 
C. Quorum (2 minutes) 
D. Approval of Agenda (2 minutes) 
E. Presentation: ANC Commissioners (15 Minutes) 

F. Executive Reports and Business Items (10 minutes total)
a. Director’s Report, Ben de Guzman, MOAPIA 
b. Questions and Answers
G. Sub-Committee updates (5 minutes)
a. Pacific Islander Task Force
b. National network of AAPI local agencies

c. AAPI Elected Officials

H. Miscellaneous Items (25 minutes)
a. Timeline for Awards at AAPI Heritage Month
b. Brainstorm for Awardees
I. Meeting Adjournment (2 minutes)
Questions:

Ben Takai, Vice Chair, BenTakai@dcbc.dc.gov
Jennifer Hara, Secretary, Jennifer.hara@dcbc.dc.gov 
Ben de Guzman, MOAPIA, ben.deguzman@dc.gov 
communityaffairs.dc.gov/moapia
Call to Order

Secretary Hara called the meeting to order at 6:38 PM.
Introduction of Commissioners and Quorum – quorum was not present. 

Commissioners In Attendance

Jennifer Hara (by phone)

Sina Uipi (by phone)

Niranjan Adhikari (by phone)
Karen Kwok (by phone at 7 pm)
(Not present: Jennifer Anderson, Jeffrey Duong Le, Krishna Godiwala, Artisha Naidu, Dana Tai-Soon Burgess and Ben Takai)

MOAPIA Staff in Attendance

Ben de Guzman, Director

Lavau Nalu, Public Information Officer

Guests

Kishan Putta, former Commissioner 
Approval of Agenda – quorum was not present to approve the agenda. 

Presentation by ANC Commissioner, Kishan Putta
As a side note, Director de Guzman recently met with Alistair Chang, who is a School Board representative and is part of the AAPI elected-officials network. This month’s special guest is another elected AAPI DC government official, Kishan Putta. 

Director de Guzman introduced ANC Putta. He congratulated us on the great work with the Commission, including the Diwali event and the AAPI Heritage month. He was elected in Georgetown in 2018 and previously served in Dupont Circle, and he has always been the only person of color in the room in his jurisdiction. ANC Putta also mentioned Jennifer Anderson as another elected AAPI and mentioned that there are now over a dozen AAPI’s in elected positions. 
ANC Putta brought up that all of the counties around us (Arlington, Montgomery, Prince George’s) have school holidays for Diwali or other AAPI holidays. He has been contacted by multiple constituents about why DC does not have the same. It is important to show this appreciation to our neighbors who celebrate these holidays. ANC Putta mentioned that Councilmember Furmin from Ward 3 is interested in working on this with the Council. However, there is an equity question as it relates to low-income parents who will have difficulty finding childcare for yet another school holiday. ANC Putta said that there is a solution in that DC Parks and Recreation can provide childcare for students who would not otherwise have somewhere to go if their parents have to work. He also spoke to Chancellor Ferebee at one of the Mayor’s Budget Forum in February. Tripti (?) also spoke to him at a different event. 
Director de Guzman would like to schedule an informal get together before May (AAPI Heritage month) and before our next Commission meeting on April 19. He made a call for help to plan this event. ANC Putta volunteered. 

Director de Guzman thanks ANC Putta for joining us. 
Executive Reports and Business Items

Director de Guzman gave his Director’s report. He mentioned Samuel Gang, the new Korean Community Outreach Specialist, and the Mayor’s Women’s Policy and Initiatives #HerStory5K. He also pointed out that the DC Government’s COVID Testing Centers are going to close at the end of the month. 

There are still five open positions on the Commission. The office has a new contact at MOTA as well. The Office recommended that all of the Commissioner able to be renewed, be renewed. 

Community outreach as also been busy, including doing a MOCR walk in Chinatown today. The Chinatown neighborhood has had a lot of post-COVID related safety issues. The walkthrough produced a lof of food for thought and there will be more information forthcoming. If any of the Commissioners are interested in getting involved with this effort, please let Director de Guzman know.  

The Office met with a cohort from the AAPI Student Association of Yale about intersnships and on Sunday, March 12, Director de Guzman attended the dinner hosted by the Jewish Community Relations Council with the AAPI Community from San Francisco. Additionally, the Office is participating in the Hope Festival event in Ward 7 with Ward 8 on March 30. Lastly, there is an Emancipation Day Celebration on Saturday, April 15. Director de Guzman will share the calendar with the Commission. 

Sub-Committee Updates

· Pacific Islander Task Force – This Task Force has not been meeting regularly but now that Lavau is on-board and fully integrated, this Task Force should be reinvigorated. Commissioner Uipi and Lavau met recently and they are thinking about how to connect more with the diplomatic corps in Washington. The next meeting is Tuesday, March 21.  
· National Network of AAPI Local Agencies – Director de Guzman had a call with Director Moritsugu to reconvene the National Network. Hoping to develop some action items. 
· AAPI Elected Officials – See earlier notes. 
Miscellaneous Items

· Timeline for Awards at AAPI Heritage Month – Candidate nominations are due Monday, March 20. We currently have five nominations. They are David Yau (Chinese American Musuem), Evelyn Moi (President, Moi Family Association), Gina Aquino (Local Theater/Helen Hayes Award), Senna Bayasgalan (DC NAAAP Board) and ASCEND. The Chefs Against Asian Hate will also be nominated. Lavau will share this information with the Commission tomorrow and we will plan to meet on either Monday, March 27 or Wednesday, March 29. If Commissioner can not attend, please share your thoughts/vote via email. 
The next meeting is Wednesday, April 19.

The meeting adjourned at 7:46 pm.
