Mayor’s Interfaith Council Meeting Minutes (July 2026)
 
Call to order: Thursday, July 30th, 6:23pm
Attendance: 15
Location: 899 North Capitol St. NE, Room 1007/1008
Agencies: 
Mayor’s Office of Community Relations and Services
Mayor’s Interfaith Council
____________________________________________________________________________________
Purpose of the Council 
The Mayor’s Interfaith Council brings together diverse faith leaders from across all eight wards to advise the Mayor’s Office on issues affecting our religious communities, foster collaboration between faith institutions and city government, and strengthen interfaith partnerships across the district. The Council will advise the Mayor of the District of Columbia, the Mayor’s Faith Liaisons, and the Mayor’s Cabinet on a range of matters, particularly those that affect the spiritual and religious well-being of District residents. The Council is primarily a coordinating and communicating body, not a direct service provider.

Purpose of Meeting
As the second Council meeting in 2026, the agenda built upon the introductory meeting and clarified the Council’s role, appointment process, and requirements. The meeting also served as a brainstorming session for working groups and areas of focus. 
______________________________________________________________________________

Appointment Process
· There is a residency requirement in place, though there is a possibility of flexibility for those serving institutions located in DC.
· Once residential information is collected, the faith liaisons will share an application link.
· Following the review of the application, a virtual swearing-in ceremony will be scheduled. Swearing-ins are expected to happen on Thursdays, and likely on an individual basis as applications are reviewed.
· Current terms are slated for three years, with a documented sunset date of July 29, 2027 under the current administration. 



Working Groups and Areas of Focus
The Council discussed possible working-group areas and narrowed them toward practical, non-duplicative functions:
· Policy Review and Civic Advocacy 
· Community Engagement 
· Public Safety and Accountability / Community Response 
· Resource Coordination 
· Mindfulness / Mental Health
· Housing / Human Services
· Youth and Teen Engagement was repeatedly raised as a possible separate focus because of its urgency and complexity.
Members were encouraged to build working groups around their existing strengths and current efforts, rather than creating entirely new structures. The discussion highlighted the need to map out existing resources before proceeding.
_____________________________________________________________________________

Resources and Opportunities for Engagement
· Children’s National Hospital also has a broader mobile clinic outreach option for schools, houses of worship, and community events via MobileClinic@childrensnational.org
· Marion Berry Summer Youth Employment Program – can you serve as a SYEP site next summer?
· Drug Free Coalitions 
______________________________________________________________________________
Action Items 
The Council agreed that the next step is to circulate a follow-up communication summarizing the brainstorming session and asking members to indicate which areas have the most interest and capacity. The overall goal is to build a council structure that is manageable, avoids duplication, and helps faith communities respond more effectively to city needs through better coordination, stronger neighborhood relationships, and clearer communication with the Mayor.
______________________________________________________________________________



Upcoming Events 
August 1: Children’s National Hospital mobile clinic will be at Deanwood Community Center
August 4: National Night Out will take place across all seven police districts
August 27: 3D Cops and Clergy Faith Response to Domestic Violence Meeting
October 25: IFCMW Unity Walk
Serve DC’s Community Emergency Response Team (CERT) Training Upcoming Sessions:
· August 10-14: Arthur Capper Community Center 
· November: Marvin Gaye Recreation Center
· December: Barry Farms
The next Council meeting was tentatively planned for October, likely on the fourth Thursday, depending on religious holidays. 
_____________________________________________________________________________
Meeting Adjourned at 7:54pm








