Mayor’s Interfaith Council Meeting Minutes (May 2026)


Call to order: Thursday, May 28th, 6:23pm
Attendance: 30
Location: 899 North Capitol St. NE, Room 1007/1008
Agencies: 
Mayor’s Office of Community Relations and Services
Mayor’s Interfaith Council


Purpose of the Council 
The Mayor’s Interfaith Council brings together diverse faith leaders from across all eight wards to advise the Mayor’s Office on issues affecting our religious communities, foster collaboration between faith institutions and city government, and strengthen interfaith partnerships across the district. The Council will advise the Mayor of the District of Columbia, the Mayor’s Faith Liaisons, and the Mayor’s Cabinet on a range of matters, particularly those that affect the spiritual and religious well-being of District residents.

Purpose of Meeting
As the Council has not met in several years, the meeting served as a re-introduction to the Council’s mission, structure, and opportunities for participation. It also served as an opportunity for the faith community to discuss several of Mayor Bowser’s priorities such as the juvenile curfew and block by block engagement.


Key Themes 
Introductions of those in attendance highlighted the city’s religious diversity and emphasized the shared values of service, justice, remembrance, and unity.

Several examples were cited to show why the Council matters:
· During COVID-19, faith leaders helped utilized their buildings as testing and vaccination sites, showing that houses of worship can help fill in gaps on a hyperlocal level.
· Our faith allows us to be welcoming of the complexities of who we are and what makes us human.
· Our faith leads us to serve the community.
· Faith and justice are inseparable, and thus, a call to action.

The Council’s role should not only be about serving as advisors, but to maintain a “ministry of presence” by showing up in neighborhoods, at public events, and in moments of crisis.

Summary of Key Issues Discussed
Block by Block Engagement
· What does it look like to be people of faith in 2026?
· Are we present outside a Sunday or Wednesday? Are we visible?
· How do we activate our engagement?
· Block by block engagement through collaboration – what do we need to do more of? What do we need less of?
FY27 Budget
· SNAP cuts
· Challenges to social services
Juvenile Curfew
· How can the faith community address this need?
· Teens are looking for safe spaces to be themselves. How do we engage young people this summer? 
FY27 Community Development Grant
· Due: June 15th at 5pm
· Choose ONE funding priority: Education and Childcare; Public Safety; Health Care and Human Services; Economic Resilience and Inclusive Opportunity
· Additional information can be found at communityaffairs.dc.gov under “Grant Opportunities”
· Questions can be forwarded to eom.grants@dc.gov


Action Items
The Council is to meet quarterly, scheduling upcoming meetings around major city cycles including: 
· Budget season
· Grant application windows
· Election-related transitions
The preferred meeting timing is Thursday evenings between 6:00-8:00pm. The Chair will communicate next meeting date. Alternates are welcome to attend in the event of absence.

Faith liaisons will provide information regarding the current application process, possible policy briefings, and create a platform for Council communications. 

Opportunities for Collaboration
· Coalition building activities
· The Interfaith Council for Metropolitan Washington has an Interfaith Calendar that can advertise interfaith events
Announcements
May 30: Gun violence faith community gathering at Zion Baptist Church-Eastland Gardens
May 31: 3D Cops & Clergy Walk at Salem Baptist Church
June 3: Annual Gun Violence Service at Washington National Cathedral
June 14: Juneteenth Service at Washington National Cathedral
June 15: Deadline for FY27 Community Development Grant
June 16: Election Day
June 19: Juneteenth Parade
June 21: International Yoga Day on the National Mall
June 22-26: VBS at Nineteenth Street Baptist Church
June 27-28: Gun Violence Reduction Event


Meeting Adjourned at 8:28pm
