
ADVISORY BOARD ON VETERANS AFFAIRS
WE ARE WASHINGTON DC
MEETING MINUTES – Tuesday, July 7, 2026
441 4th Street NW
One Judiciary Square Suite 540 South
Washington DC 20001
6:30 – 8:00 p.m.
I. Call to Order
II. Pledge of Allegiance
III. Advisory Board Members Roll Call
IV. Agenda
V. Approval of Minutes
VI. Special Guests
Director Stovall, Veterans Readiness and Employment, US Department of Veteran Affairs
Veteran Student Affairs leadership from area institutions – including UDC, Catholic University, Prince George’s County Community College
Retired Navy Captain Ed Gantt and Dr. Laura Stubbs, Military Order of the World Wars
April Harris, Owner, Life in Victory LLC
VII. Director’s Report
• Recent Key Engagements 
Conducted June AI Training with US VETS, American Legion, and Veteran Forge
Participated in Certified Business Enterprise engagement with the Mayor’s Office of Caribbean Affairs and Department of Small and Local Business Development
Engaged with Armed Forces Retirement Home alongside Mayor’s Office of African-American Affairs
• Program & Operations Updates
VETS Ride: Overview of program sustainability and potential destination changes
• Upcoming Engagements
MOVA will host the monthly Resource Symposium, the last Thursday of each month, January through October. July’s topic will be Education. The focus in August will be employment. 
MOVA will host a hiking Event for the Advisory Board and VSO partners in September.
MOVA will host the 25th Anniversary of the Advisory Board
MOVA will host Generative AI Training in partnership with Veteran Forge as the training provider, the Department of Employment Services (DOES) as well as the American Legion and US Vets as sponsors. This training will take place on August 19, 2026.  
VIII. Committee Reports
Updates from the Advisory Board legislative subcommittee, chairperson Darwin Frost: 1) The Reducing Arbitrary Barriers to Apprenticeship Act of 2026; 2) MAJ Richard Star Act; 3) Take Care of America’s Veterans Act
IX. Old Business
N/A
X. New Business
National Capital Area Youth Leaders – leadership and civics education for DC high school students.
Presentation by Retired Navy Captain Ed Gantt and Dr. Laura Stubbs, Military Order of the World Wars, regarding the MOWW-affiliated youth program is based in Washington, D.C. and is part of the MOWW’s Patriotic Education Program. It offers leadership and civic education for high school students, focusing on U.S. government, history, patriotism, and entrepreneurship. The program is designed to help students develop leadership skills, understand civic responsibilities, and connect with community leaders including.
Introduction by Alivia Villari, Senior Programs & Outreach Manager, Friends of Kenilworth Aquatic Gardens. The Friends of Kenilworth Aquatic Gardens (FoKAG) is celebrating its 18th anniversary of incorporation, marking nearly two decades of community stewardship, educational programs, and volunteer work. KAG is a recipient of the Veterans in Nature grant and would like to partner with MOVA this fall. 
Discussion of the proposed DC Veterans Arts Showcase and upcoming engagement with the DC Commission on the Arts and Humanities
Introduction by April Harris of Life in Victory, LLC regarding “Finding Your Voice” programming and support for Veterans in the Arts
XI. Public Comment
N/A
XII. Upcoming Events / Meetings / Holidays
Next board meeting: Tuesday, August 4, 2026 – American Legion HQ, 1608 K St. NW, Washington, DC 20006, 6:30 pm to 8:00 pm.
XIII. Adjournment
