MAYOR’S OFFICE ON ASIAN AND PACIFIC ISLANDER AFFAIRS

COMMISSION ON ASIAN AND PACIFIC ISLANDER COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
Monday, January 22, 2024, 6:30 PM
441 4th Street, NW Room 721 North

Washington, DC 20001

Dial In: 877-787-5492/ Participant Code: 9401470
Agenda

A. Call to Order (3 minutes)
B. Introductions (5 minutes)
a. Commissioners

b. MOAPIA Staff 
C. Quorum (3 minutes)
D. Approval of Agenda (3 minutes)
E. Executive Reports and Business Items (15 minutes) 
a. Director’s Report, Ben de Guzman, MOAPIA 
b. MOAPIA updates
i. Staff and Commission Recruitment
F. Sub-Committee updates (3 minutes)
a. National Network

b. Pacific Islander Sub-Committee

G. AAPI Heritage Month Event (15 minutes)

a. Awards Process Timeline

b. Foodelicious

c. Other Programming

H. Miscellaneous Items- Upcoming Guests (10 minutes)
a. White House
b. ANC Commissioners
c. Chinatown Task Force
I. Meeting Adjournment (3 minutes)
Questions:

Ben de Guzman, MOAPIA, ben.deguzman@dc.gov 
communityaffairs.dc.gov/moapia
Call to Order

Chair Adhikari called the meeting to order at 6:37 PM.

Introduction of Commissioners and Quorum – quorum was present. 

Commissioners In Attendance

Niranjan Adhikari (by phone)

Jennifer Anderson (by phone)

Krishna Godiwala (by phone)

Jennifer Hara (in person)

Karen Kwok (by phone)

(Not present: Jeff Duong Le, Artisha Naidu, and Sina Uipi)

MOAPIA Staff in Attendance

Ben de Guzman, Director

Lavau Nalu, Public Information Officer
Approval of Agenda – Chair Adhikari moved to approve the agenda with the addition of the approval of last month’s minutes and Commissioner Kwok seconded the motion. The agenda was approved as amended. 

Approval of December Meeting Minutes – Chair Adhikari moved to approve the meeting minutes for December and Commissioner Kwok seconded the motion. The minutes were approved. 
Executive Reports and Business Items

Director de Guzman gave his Director’s report. Currently three open positions in the office. An offer has been made for one of the Outreach Specialists and the Director of Operations. The Program Coordinator/Grant Administrator role has also been filled. Ellie Sung, the current Community Engagement Manager, is also moving to the Office of Human Rights so the Office will be working with MOTA to fill that position, possibly from within.  

MOAPIA worked with HSEMA regarding the snow emergency after the MLK holiday weekend and the water main break on Friday, January19 to get the word out via social media in the various native languages. All of the offices and agencies were tasked with checking in with the top 50 constituents. Additionally, the office is working with various young professional organizations to bolster the snow heroes cadre. 

MOAPIA has also been continuing to work with MPD on public safety and continues the regular outreach in the community, including engaging with AAPI small business owners and assisting them with their diverse challenges and needs. From December 9th to January 5th, 2024, MOAPIA assisted 630 constituents regarding Medicaid renewal, SNAP, roadway vendors and small business tax issues and following up on Unemployment Insurance applications, as well as sharing various DC resources.
Additionally, MOAPIA participated in the press event on January 8th to announce the Chinatown Task Force that has been convened to reimagine Chinatown and the area around the Verizon Center. Finally, MOAPIA is gearing up for the Chinese New Year parade on February 11th. Director de Guzman encouraged all Comissioners to attend the parade.  

MOAPIA Commission Update

Director de Guzman provided an update on the status of the Commission filling the empty seats. Three people have been nominated and are awaiting Council approval and two others are being vetted. There will still be two open positions after these five individuals are approved. 

Sub-Committee Updates

· Pacific Islander Task Force: The sub-committee will be renamed. The work has been active and ongoing, and we are leading up to King Kamehameah Day. 

· National Network of AAPI Local Agencies: Ongoing engagement with the White House and a meeting is planned for next week. 
AAPI Heritage Month Event Planning

Looking ahead to 2024, MOAPIA has calendared the major events with the Mayor’s Office. These include the Chinese New Year Celebration and Parade (February 11), Heritage Month (May), Foodelicious (Date TBD (May)), Diwali, and the Korean Grocers Association Annual Event and Gala. Director de Guzman also asked about ideas for other community programming for Heritage Month and asked the Commissioners to think about what else we could do. Some ideas that came up included linking up with a sports event or to develop a tournament (soccer or cricket). 
Additionally, volunteer service awards are given during Heritage Month. Director de Guzman requested that the Commissioners think about who should be nominated and that during next month’s meeting (February) we will discuss the nominees. PIO Nalu will share the descriptions of each award so that the Commission has the parameters for them. 
Miscellaneous Updates

Director de Guzman proposed various upcoming guests to our monthly meetings, including representatives from the White House (Crystal Kai and Erica Morigetsu), ANC Commissioners and other DC elected officials (Jennifer Anderson and Kishan Putta), and the Chinatown Task Force (Nina Albert). Jennifer Hara and Karen Kwok volunteered to assist MOAPIA with coordinating and organizing these invitations. 
Commissioner Anderson shared about a fundraiser for Lunar New Year that will be held at Lost Generation Brewery on Monday, February 12th at 7:30 pm. Lost Generation Brewery is an Asian American woman owned brewery and all funds raised will be donated to the 1882 Foundation. 
The next meeting is Monday, February 26 because February 19 is a holiday.

The meeting adjourned at 7:43 pm.

