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 GOVERNMENT OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

CONSTRUCTION CODES COORDINATING BOARD




CONSTRUCTION CODES COORDINATING BOARD

MINUTES OF SPECIAL MEETING

Thursday, May 3, 2018
Department of Consumer and Regulatory Affairs  
1100 4th Street, S.W. – Room E390   
Washington, DC 20024

10:30 am-12:30 pm
	Members Present
	Board Members Not Present
	Board Staff Present
	Other Persons Present

	Jill Stern, Chair
	Armando Lourenco
	LaShawn Dickey
	David Barber, Arup

	Marc Fetterman, Vice Chair
	Jay Wilson
	
	Oliver Curtis, Robert Curtis Architects

	Chris Bailey 
	
	
	Laura DeBonis, Gensler 

	Joel Causey
	
	
	Steve Lovett, Softwood Lumber Board

	David Epley
	
	
	Christal Robinson, DCRA

	Tony Falwell
	
	
	Caleb Sheldon, DMPED

	Kellie Farster
	
	
	Steve White, Fentress

	Lynn Underwood
	
	
	Kirsten Williams, AOBA (by phone)

	Jason Wright
	
	
	Lauren Wingo, Arup


1.  Preliminary Matters

i
Call to Order and Roll Call
The meeting was called to order by Jill Stern Chair, at 10:40 a.m. with a roll call of members and other persons present. 
ii
Adoption of Meeting Agenda
The meeting agenda was unanimously approved upon motion made by Joel Causey and seconded by Dave Epley.
iii
Review & Approval of Meeting Minutes 
The meeting minutes for the Thursday, March 1, 2018 Special Meeting were unanimously approved upon motion made by Lynn Underwood and seconded by Tony Falwell.
2.  Presentation on Cross-Laminated Timber (CLT)
Lynn Underwood provided an overview of the work of the ICC’s Ad Hoc Committee on Tall Wood Buildings, resulting in development of code change proposals to the 2018 IBC and IFC, to allow for tall wood buildings in the 2021 codes. He informed the Board that the committee was comprised of a broad range of private and public sector experts, including fire protection experts, architects and engineers, representatives from building construction material industries and building and fire officials; and that the proposals had been approved by the committee and are being circulated for public comment.  Lynn indicated that a tall wood building has been proposed in the District of Columbia, and asked the Board to consider adopting the Ad Hoc Committee proposals as an amendment to the 2013 DC Building and Fire Codes to allow for usage of this energy efficient technology. David Barber of Arup informed the Board that this is not a new technology, since cross-laminated timber (CLT) has been extensively used in Australia, Europe and Canada, and has been subjected to seismic, fire and durability testing in the United States over the last 4-5 years. He indicated that Arup is a member of the team proposing to design a 12-story CLT office building in DC, north of Union Station.  Caleb Sheldon of DMPED told the Board that he has previously worked for LendLease, an innovator in CLT technology that has built CLT buildings in Australia and is currently working with a technology company in Silicon Valley to develop a CLT building. 
In response to a question from the Board as to data available on CLT buildings in other countries, particularly with respect to alterations such as penetrations in floors or walls, Steve Lovett of the Softwood Lumber Board mentioned that a study has been commissioned in Hackney UK of 100 CLT buildings, but the results are not yet available. Kellie Farster pointed out that this issue is more complicated for CLT buildings, in terms of who is doing such work and whether there should be some code limitations, since penetrations after the building is constructed may have an impact on structural integrity or fire safety.

Marc Fetterman asked whether it would be advisable to await action on these code proposals until ICC public comment on the matter had been received,

Steve Lovett indicated that he could make available a report on the issue of fire safety of CLT buildings where there are adjoining buildings.

Jill Stern informed the Board that CLT buildings in Minnesota and Portland have been completed or are underway, although she has not found another jurisdiction that has adopted CLT provisions in its building code. She noted that Oregon has proposed to adopt code changes comparable to the ICC proposal, but is currently authorizing CLT buildings using the “alternative materials” provision in the code. 
3. Consideration of Previously Introduced Code Change Proposals 
The Board took the following actions as noted. All actions were unanimous unless otherwise indicated.

	

	Residential Code
	Section
	Introduced
	Procedural History
	CCCB Action

5.3.18

	RC-CCCB-3-2-16
	R324.7
	12.19.17
	
	Deferred

	RC-CCCB-App Q-1-16


	Appendix Q
	12.19.17
	Referred to Property Maintenance & Residential TAGs (12.19.17)
	Deferred


4. Introduction of New Proposals
Jill Stern advised the Board that two code change proposals were being introduced to provide greater flexibility for projections beyond the lot line into the public right of way in order to address a common condition and resultant challenge in the District of Columbia in the renovation of existing buildings which include alteration or replacement of existing building facades. In order to achieve agreement with the Office of Planning and the Department of Transportation (Public Space), she suggested that a working group be formed to foster discussion between the public and private sectors on this issue with the goal of providing recommendations to the CCCB. She asked Marc Fetterman to chair the working group, given his prior experience working with OP and DDOT on revisions to Chapter 32 of the Building Code (encroachments).  Board members asking to participate in the working group are: Jason Wright, Dave Epley, Chris Bailey, and Joel Causey. Laura DeBonis expressed her interest in participating. Marc Fetterman indicated that he would reach out to interested persons, to include Chris Shaheen of OP and Anna Chamberlin of DDOT, to schedule a working group meeting on this issue.
With respect to the CLT proposals, Jill Stern asked whether the CCCB members were comfortable considering the proposals or preferred to await review and recommendations from the technical advisory groups. A preference was expressed for TAG review and recommendation, so the proposals were referred to the Building, Fire and Structural TAGs for review before the May 17, 2018 CCCB meeting.

The following new code change proposals were introduced.  

	Building Code 
	Section
	Introduced
	Procedural History
	CCCB Action
5.3.18

	BC-CCCB-2-1-14
	202
	5.3.18
	
	Referred to Building, Fire and Structural TAGs

	BC-CCCB-4-1-14
	403.3.2
	5.3.18
	
	Referred to Building, Fire and Structural TAGs

	BC-CCCB-5-1-14 
	Tables 504.3,504.4,506.2 and Sections 508.4.4, 508.4.4.1, 509.4.1.1
	5.3.18
	
	Referred to Building, Fire and Structural TAGs

	BC-CCCB-6-1-14
	602.4
	5.3.18
	
	Referred to Building, Fire and Structural TAGs

	BC-CCCB-7-1-14
	703.8;703.9;718.2.1; 722.7 & 722.7.1
	5.3.18
	
	Referred to Building, Fire and Structural TAGs

	BC-CCCB-31-1-14
	3102.3, 3102.6.1.1
	5.3.18
	
	Referred to Building, Fire and Structural TAGs

	BC-CCCB-32-2-16
	3202.14
	5.3.18
	
	Referred to working group

	

	Existing Building  Code 
	Section
	Introduced
	Procedural History
	CCCB Action
5.3.18

	EBC-CCCB-7-1-16
	708
	5.3.18
	
	Referred to working group

	
	
	
	
	

	Fire Code 
	Section
	Introduced
	Procedural History
	CCCB Action
5.3.18

	FC-CCCB-7-1-14
	701.6
	5.3.18
	
	Referred to Building, Fire and Structural TAGs

	FC-CCCB-9-1-14
	914.3.1.2
	5.3.18
	
	Referred to Building, Fire and Structural TAGs

	FC-CCCB-33-1-14
	3308.4
	5.3.18
	
	Referred to Building, Fire and Structural TAGs


4.  Administrative Matters

Jill Stern asked the Board to approve a revision to the previously approved 2017 Building Code Supplement, to confirm approval of her addition to the rulemaking notice of a Chapter 7 code change (relating to lot line openings) that had been approved by the CCCB but inadvertently omitted from the document.  She had advised the Board members in March of this ministerial error, and indicated that the error would be corrected and ratified at the next Board meeting. Following a motion by Marc Fetterman, duly seconded by Jason Wright, this revision was unanimously approved.

Jill Stern indicated that OPLA had undertaken an initial review of the 2017 Construction Code Supplements, and no substantive questions or comments resulted. She promised to update the CCCB with any additional information about the completion of OPLA review and anticipated publication of the rulemaking notices for public comment. In light of the continued delay in the rulemaking process, the Board revisited the question of whether to start review of the 2018 ICC Codes.  Based on the Board’s discussion, Chris Bailey offered to obtain and circulate a link to the 2018 Codes showing the significant changes between the 2015 and 2018 codes so that the Board members could evaluate these changes.  Jill Stern also agreed to reach out to the Mayor’s Office of talent and Appointments (MOTA) regarding reappointment of existing Board members whose terms are expiring and the appointment of additional Board members to fill the vacant positions. 
6.  Comments by Members of the Public

There were no comments by members of the public except as noted above.
7.  Adjournment
The meeting was adjourned at 12:12 p.m.  The next Board meeting is scheduled for May 17, 2018.
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