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 GOVERNMENT OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

CONSTRUCTION CODES COORDINATING BOARD




CONSTRUCTION CODES COORDINATING BOARD

MINUTES OF SPECIAL MEETING

Thursday, February 1, 2018
Department of Fire and Emergency Medical Services  
1100 4th Street, S.W. – 7th Floor Conference Room   
Washington, DC 20024

10:30 am-12:30 pm
	Members Present
	Board Members Not Present
	Board Staff Present
	Other Persons Present

	Jill Stern, Chair
	Armando Lourenco
	
	

	Marc Fetterman, Vice Chair
	
	
	

	Chris Bailey 
	
	
	

	Joel Causey
	
	
	

	David Epley
	
	
	

	Tony Falwell
	
	
	

	Kellie Farster
	
	
	

	Lynn Underwood
	
	
	

	Jay Wilson
	
	
	

	Jason Wright (by phone)
	
	
	


1.  Preliminary Matters

i
Call to Order and Roll Call
The meeting was called to order by Jill Stern Chair, at 10:49 a.m. with a roll call of members and other persons present. 
ii
Adoption of Meeting Agenda
The meeting agenda was unanimously approved upon motion made by Chris Bailey and seconded by Tony Falwell.
iii
Review & Approval of Meeting Minutes 
The meeting minutes for the Thursday, January 11, 2018 Special Meeting were unanimously approved with a revision upon motion made by Jay Wilson and seconded by Chris Bailey.
2.  2017 Construction Code Supplements
Jill Stern asked the Board to consider the Mechanical Code Supplement which was circulated to the Board prior to the meeting, and which incorporated revisions requested by OAG.  She indicated that none of the revisions was substantive in nature, and that Armando Lourenco, Mechanical TAG Chair, had reviewed and agreed with all of the revisions, although he was unable to attend the current meeting due to international travel.  Lynn Underwood made a motion, seconded by Joel Causey, to approve the Mechanical Code Supplement as revised, and the motion was unanimously approved by the Board.

In terms of status of legal review of the remaining three Supplements, Jill Stern advised that OAG had reviewed the Energy Conservation Code Supplement and the Fire Code Supplement, and that she was in the process of meeting with the respective TAG Chairs to discuss OAG’s questions and comments, with the goal of bringing the Supplements back to the CCCB for approval at the next meeting. She identified several substantive issues that had arisen during OAG review of the Fire Code Supplement, relating to installation permits for hazardous material storage systems and the scope of Chapter 11 (Construction Requirements for Existing Buildings).  Following a brief discussion, it was agreed that DCRA and FEMS representatives would meet before the next CCCB meeting to review and resolve the agencies’ respective responsibilities for permitting of such systems so that this division of responsibilities could be accurately reflected in the Fire Code Supplement. The Board members discussed their understanding that Chapter 11 requires existing buildings to come into compliance with the minimum fire safety requirements in Chapter 11.  Marc Fetterman pointed out that existing buildings have been required to comply with standpipe requirements in codes dating back more than 20 years, but that this provision has not been enforced by the code officials or widely communicated to stakeholders. The consensus was that the Fire Department should do a more robust job of identifying existing buildings that are not in compliance with Chapter 11, and communicating the requirements before enforcing the current requirements. Jill Stern indicated that she and Tony Falwell were working on revisions to Chapter 11 to make sure that the intent is clear, and also on revisions relating to the scope of FEMS authority over inspections of existing fire systems as well as the new provisions relating to installation permits. She indicated that the revised Supplement would be brought back to the CCCB for approval at the next meeting. 

Jay Wilson noted that the public information officers at all of the agencies meet regularly, and these meeting would be a good place to raise fire safety requirements applicable to existing buildings, with the smoke detector requirements adopted in 2014 that apply to single family homes in DC being an example.
With respect to the Building Code Supplement, OAG anticipates completion of its initial review by February 6, 2018, delaying consideration of the Building Code Supplement by the CCCB until the February 15, 2018 meeting.

3. Consideration of Previously Introduced Code Change Proposals and Introduction of New Proposals
Consideration of previously introduced proposals was deferred.
	

	Residential Code
	Section
	Introduced
	Procedural History
	CCCB Action
2.118

	RC-CCCB-3-2-16
	R324.7
	12.19.17
	
	Deferred

	RC-CCCB-App Q-1-16

	Appendix Q
	12.19.17
	Referred to Property Maintenance & Residential TAGs
	Deferred

	

	Energy Code-Residential
	Section
	Introduced
	Procedural History
	CCCB Action
2.1..18

	ECC[R]-CCCB-App RA-1-16 
	Appendix RA
	1.11.18
	
	Deferred

	ECC[R]-CCCB-App RB-1-16
	Appendix RB
	12.19.17
	
	Deferred


 A new code change proposal was introduced. Lynn Underwood provided background on the new code change proposal, which proposes to delete the structural certification option for permit applicants on the grounds that this provision was adopted to provide flexibility to DCRA for periods of staffing shortages which no longer exist, and the structural engineers are not willing to sign the certification form that DCRA’s lawyers are requiring. Jill Stern advised that DCRA is planning to publish an Administrative Bulletin that memorializes the code official’s decision not to accept structural certification, so that, in her view, the issue has been addressed without need to amend the current Building Code. She recommended that the proposal be renumbered as a 2016 amendment, and the Board agreed.  Marc Fetterman pointed out that the structural certification provision had been part of the code for at least two prior code cycles, and is intended to give DCRA flexibility during periods of staffing shortage or budgetary constraints. The general consensus of the Board was that the provision should be eliminated, but that the issue would be discussed in greater detail at the next meeting.
	

	Building Code  
	Section
	Introduced
	Procedural History
	CCCB Action
2.1.18

	BC-CCCB-1-2-14 
	106.1.4.1 & 106.1.4.2  
	2.1.18 
	
	Changed amendment number to BC-CCCB-1-8-16 


4.  Regulatory and Legislative Matters
Jill Stern advised the Board that she would provide an update on pending proceedings at the next Board meeting, and that Kelly Watson in DCRA’s Legislative Affairs office is now tracking CCCB rulemakings
5.  Administrative Matters

The Board unanimously approved a schedule for the CCCB’s Regular Board meetings in calendar year 2018, upon motion made by Joel Causey and seconded by Lynn Underwood.   A special meeting of the Board was scheduled for February 8, 2018.  The regular meeting schedule is as follows:
Thursday, February 15, 2018

Thursday, March 15, 2018

Thursday, April 19, 2018

Thursday, May 17, 2018

Thursday, June 21, 2018

Thursday, July 19, 2018

Thursday, August 16, 2018

Thursday, September 20, 2018

Thursday, October 18, 2018

Thursday, November 15, 2018

Thursday, December 20, 2018

All of the Board’s regular meetings are scheduled for 10:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. in Room 4302 at DCRA.
6.  Comments by Members of the Public

There were no comments by members of the public.
7.  Adjournment
The meeting was adjourned at 12:00 p.m.  The next Board meeting is scheduled for February 8, 2018.
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