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GOVERNMENT OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

CONSTRUCTION CODES COORDINATING BOARD



REGULAR MEETING
Thursday, August 20, 2020
Video Conference Call 

10:30 am-12:30 pm
MEETING MINUTES
	Members Present
	Board Members Not Present
	DCRA Staff Present
	Other Persons Present

	Danielle Gurkin, Chair
	Joel Causey
	Mamei Willie-Bonglo
	John Catlett, AOBA

	Marc Fetterman, Vice Chair 
	Casey Studhalter
	
	Martin Koch, DOEE

	Chris Bailey
	
	
	

	Matthew Borger
	
	
	

	Michael Brown
	
	
	

	Tony Falwell
	
	
	

	Kellie Farster
	
	
	

	Garret Whitescarver 
	
	
	

	Jason Wright
	
	
	


1.  Preliminary Matters

i.
Call to Order and Roll Call
The meeting was called to order by Danielle Gurkin, Board Chair, at 10:38am. Roll call of board members and other persons present was initiated by Danielle Gurkin.  All members and other persons present participated via WebEx videoconference due to the ongoing public health emergency and the related Mayor’s Orders and legislation (e.g., “COVID-19 Response Emergency Amendment Act of 2020”). 

ii.
Adoption of Meeting Agenda
Danielle Gurkin presented the meeting agenda for the Board’s approval. The meeting agenda was approved unanimously upon motion made by Tony Falwell and seconded by Garret Whitescarver.
iii.
Review and Adoption of Minutes of July 16, 2020 Regular Meeting
Danielle Gurkin presented the meeting minutes for the July 16, 2020 Board Meeting for the Board’s approval.  The meeting minutes were approved unanimously upon motion made by Marc Fetterman and seconded by Tony Falwell.
2.  Code Change Proposal for Consideration 

The following action was taken by the Board. 
	Code
	Code/Section
	Introduced
	Procedural History
	CCCB Action
8.20.20

	BC-CCCB-12-1-17
	2017 DC Building Code / Section 1208.4
	3.3.20
	
	Deferred


3.  Legislative/Rulemaking Status Report
Danielle Gurkin provided an update related to the Notice of Emergency and Proposed Rulemaking (NEPR) for portable fire extinguishers. This rulemaking is still in effect; as noted at the previous Board meeting, the 30-day comment period passed without any comments received from the public. The rulemaking will expire on September 26, 2020. It will likely need to be extended as a Second NEPR so that sufficient time is available for the DC Council to consider this notice, and the Flood Hazard Emergency and Proposed Rulemaking notice, during their 45-day review period. Regarding the NEPR for the flood hazard provisions, this has been in effect since August 12, 2020, and will be published in the DC Register on August 28, 2020.  The Proposed Rulemaking amending the 2017 Construction Codes is currently with the Office of the Attorney General, undergoing legal sufficiency review, and will then undergo the IQ certification process. Danielle Gurkin will follow this item closely.  There are no status changes to the following: CCCB Meeting Notice Requirement in 1 DCMR 6; Harmonization of DC Codes with the 2017 DC Construction Codes; and Conforming 14 DCMR to the Property Maintenance Code.  Each are in various stages of review within DCRA.
Martin Koch (DOEE) asked for elaboration on the administrative processes related to Notices of Emergency and Proposed Rulemaking, asking specifically, when they become effective.  Danielle Gurkin clarified that Emergency Rulemakings are effective when the transmittal form is signed by the CCCB Chair; and Proposed Rulemakings are effective when they are published as Final Rulemakings in the DC Register.
4.  Next Code Development Cycle (2023 DC Construction Codes)
i. Discus Draft “Notice To Begin Code Cycle” for future publication

Danielle Gurkin initiated a discussion regarding the draft “Notice to Begin Code Cycle,” which was circulated prior to the meeting.  Danielle Gurkin noted that the draft is an updated version of the Notice published in the DC Register in 2015 to commence the review of the 2015 Model Codes. Because there is still some information that needs to be filled in, Danielle Gurkin stated that it would not be appropriate to move forward with publishing the Notice at this time.  Language in the Notice will be edited between now and the next Board meeting to reflect input from Garrett Whitescarver and Jason Wright about more transparency and how the Board and TAGs will handle administrative processes. Danielle Gurkin, Marc Fetterman, Garrett Whitescarver, and Jason Wright will work to refine this document so that it can be voted on at the next meeting and published afterwards.
ii. Vote on Length of Proposed Comment Period for Next Code Development Cycle 

The Board previously discussed how long the public comment period should be for the next code cycle, but Danielle Gurkin suggested deferring a vote on this matter until all members of the Board are present. Garrett Whitescarver reminded the group of a previous discussion on properly advising the public about a change in processes, and the necessity to make clear the Board’s intention of adopting unvarnished model codes upon their release. Danielle Gurkin stated that the Green Code will become available during the first quarter of 2021. Marc Fetterman mentioned the tremendous amount of work that was involved to review the Green Code.  Danielle Gurkin then suggested other TAGs be permitted to start their work instead of waiting for the Green Code to be released. Garrett Whitescarver followed up about enhancing the CCCB’s presence on the DCRA website.  Danielle Gurkin indicated that the updates/upgrades are already underway.
Marc Fetterman asked John Catlett (AOBA) about a previous offer by AOBA to fund the integration of the 2017 DC Property Maintenance Code. John Catlett stated that since many nonprofits have suffered financial distress due to the COVID-19 pandemic, it is unlikely that this offer is still on the table but he will follow up accordingly.  The cost of integrating the Property Maintenance Code should be substantially less than the cost of integrated the Building, Green and Energy Codes.
5.  Introduction of New Code Change Proposals (if any)

No new code change proposals were introduced.
6.  Administrative & Other Matters

i. Anticipated Date(s) of ICC Publication of 2021 Model Codes

Per the ICC, the 2021 Model Codes will be published on November 1, 2020, with the exception of the Green Code, which is expected to be released during the first quarter of 2021.
ii. Solicitation of TAG Members (including Board Members)
The “Notice Regarding Application Deadline for TAG Membership for New Code Development Cycle” was published in the DC Register on July 31, 2020.  Several applications have been received thus far via the cccbchair.dcra@dc.gov email inbox, but Danielle Gurkin reiterated the need for all new TAG Chairs to send emails soliciting members right away. Danielle Gurkin will design a Google spreadsheet to help capture applicant information for Board review.  Regarding Board members who wish to become members of a specific TAG, Danielle Gurkin stated that Board members do not need to complete the entire application; they can just fill out their name and the TAG they wish to participate in as a members, and send this to the cccbchair.dcra@dc.gov inbox.
iii. CCCB Vacancies 

Danielle Gurkin stated that three CCCB Board vacancies still exist.  Danielle Gurkin encouraged everyone to share information about these vacancies amongst their networks.  Marc Fetterman asked Matthew Borger and John Catlett to share this information with AOBA.  Marc Fetterman will also reach out to large mechanical engineering firms.  Jason Wright offered to do the same.
iv. Acquisition of 2021 Model Codes and Other Codes / Standards
Garrett Whitescarver initiated a discussion about the digital availability of books for use by TAGs.  Marc Fetterman stated that in the past, material was provided on loan to TAG members, with the expectation that they be returned upon conclusion of their work.  Return of physical (book) material was not consistent across TAGs.  CCCB members were under no obligation to return their books.  Garrett Whitescarver recalled that the ICC provides an option to provide electronic access to material based on license privileges. Kellie Farster mentioned that having electronic access would be preferred, in addition to copies of significant changes. According to Marc Fetterman, Chris Bailey shared copies of redlined markups of changes between the 2015 and 2018 codes, which proved very helpful. Danielle Gurkin then stated that she has already reached out to the ICC and requested redlined copies of the 2018 – 2021 codes and does not believe there is a cost associated with obtaining them. Chris Bailey offered to share copies of redlined versions to which he has access. Danielle Gurkin will explore versions available through the ICC, and other relevant bodies.
v. Next CCCB Meeting- September 17, 2020
7.  Comments by Members of the Public
John Catlett, AOBA, and Martin Koch, DOEE, offered comments as noted above.
8.  Adjournment
The meeting was adjourned at 11:32 am.  The next Board meeting is scheduled for September 17, 2020.
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