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 GOVERNMENT OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

CONSTRUCTION CODES COORDINATING BOARD




CONSTRUCTION CODES COORDINATING BOARD

MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING

Thursday, July 16, 2020
(via Video Conference Call) 

10:30a.m. – 12:30 p.m.
	Members Present
	Board Members Not Present
	DCRA Staff Present
	Other Persons Present

	Danielle Gurkin, Chair
	
	Mamei Willie-Bonglo
	Martin Koch, DOEE

	Marc Fetterman, Vice Chair 
	
	
	

	Chris Bailey
	
	
	

	Matthew Borger
	
	
	

	Michael Brown
	
	
	

	Joel Causey
	
	
	

	Tony Falwell
	
	
	

	Kellie Farster
	
	
	

	Casey Studhalter
	
	
	

	Garret Whitescarver
	
	
	

	Jason Wright
	
	
	


1.  Preliminary Matters

i.
Call to Order and Roll Call
Danielle Gurkin called the meeting to order at 10:32am and took a roll call of Board members and other persons present. All members and other persons present participated via WebEx due to the ongoing public health emergency and the related Mayor’s Orders and legislation (e.g., “COVID-19 Response Emergency Amendment Act of 2020”). 
ii.
Adoption of Meeting Agenda
Danielle Gurkin presented the meeting agenda for the Board’s approval. The meeting agenda was approved unanimously upon motion made by Jason Wright and seconded by Chris Bailey. 
iii.
Review and Adoption of Minutes of June 18, 2020 Regular Meeting
The meeting minutes for the June 18, 2020 Board Meeting were approved unanimously upon motion made by Jason Wright and seconded by Chris Bailey. 
2.  Code Change Proposal for Consideration 

The following action was taken by the Board. 
	Code
	Code/Section
	Introduced
	Procedural History
	CCCB Action
6.18.20

	BC-CCCB-12-1-17
	2017 DC Building Code / Section 1208.4
	3.3.20
	
	Deferred


3. Legislative/Rulemaking Status Report 

Danielle Gurkin provided an update on the following rulemakings:

· Notice of Emergency and Proposed Rulemaking related to Portable Fire Extinguishers- the 30-day public comment period expired without any comments received. The next step is submission to DC Council for a 45-day review period (possibly in combination with the flood hazard rules).
· Notice of Emergency and Proposed Rulemaking related to Flood Hazard rules- Danielle Gurkin acknowledged substantial assistance from Martin Koch of DOEE in providing arguments as to why this should be an emergency rulemaking. Approvals have been received from the Executive Office of the Mayor, legal sufficiency has been met through the Office of the Attorney General, and the certification process should be complete in about a week. Upon certification and signature by the Chair, these rules will be in effect, and will be published in the DC Register for a 30-day comment period. 
· Notice of Proposed Rulemaking amending the 2017 Construction Code, approved at the June Board meeting- this rulemaking is currently undergoing legal sufficiency review which should be completed by July 31, 2020.

There were no status changes for the following, which are all in varying stages of review within DCRA:

· Meeting Notice Requirement (1 DCMR 6)
· Harmonization of the DC Code with the 2017 Construction Codes 
· Conforming 14 DCMR to the Property Maintenance Code

4. Next Code Development Cycle (2023 DC Construction Codes)
i. Discuss 2021 ICC, CCCB 2023 Draft Timeline for Code Development Cycle
Danielle Gurkin displayed two timelines: one in Microsoft Word format developed by Marc Fetterman, and the other an Excel version designed by Jason Wright. These materials were previously circulated to Board members ahead of the meeting.
Danielle Gurkin’s recommendation was that the Board consider both timelines, and refine as appropriate once the TAG Chairs have had a chance to weigh in. Danielle Gurkin shared her understanding that Green & Energy-Commercial and Residential & Residential-Energy TAG Chairs need to review the ICC model codes in advance before they can decide how much time they would need to complete their work. Danielle Gurkin added that review times from outside agencies need to be taken into consideration. Garrett Whitescarver asked whether the 3-month period for solicitation of comments was dictated by policy or law. Danielle referenced the Administrative Procedures Act, and the time periods indicated therein, which specify a comment period of 30 or 45 days. Garrett further clarified that there should be some allowances for the Board and TAG Chairs to remain productive when they are extended periods of silence/inactivity from the public. Marc Fetterman mentioned that the critical path would be that once documents are received from ICC, ASHRAE, and other groups, TAG meetings should start as soon as November 1, 2020. TAGs would then meet from November to March. Garrett Whitescarver would like the Board to set clearer rules on the period for public comment. Marc Fetterman shared that during the last code cycle, two public comments were received in total, thus reinforcing Garrett Whitescarver’s original point about the amount of time spent waiting for public comment. 
Chris Bailey asked whether the Board would now be conducting expanded outreach, exposure, and access (i.e. posting on agency website to further invite public engagement). Marc Fetterman indicated that the public would need access to the documents at the same time, so the matter is dependent on when the ICC publishes the codes. Jason Wright pointed out that the public needs to be made aware of any change in procedure ahead of time. Joel Causey referenced how the state of Virginia fields its public comments for similar processes.  
Casey Studhalter stated that he would like to find some middle ground between a proposed comment period of 30 days versus 90 days which would still allow adequate time for public review and comment. Danielle Gurkin suggested that the Board vote on the length of the comment period at the next Board meeting. 
Garret Whitescarver suggested that a subcommittee convene to draft a Notice for the DC Register which lays out the next code cycle development process, without specifying dates. Marc Fetterman and Danielle Gurkin agreed to participate in the drafting of this document, which will then be circulated prior to next month’s meeting so that it can be voted on at the August meeting.  
ii. Discuss 2021 ICC, CCCB 2023 TAG Role Work Plan 
Danielle Gurkin displayed a TAG Role Work Plan which had been previously circulated to Board members. Marc Fetterman clarified that this document was predicated on a document first developed in 2009. 
A motion to adopt the TAG Role Work Plan was made by Marc Fetterman and seconded by Jason Wright. A roll call vote was then taken for adoption of the TAG Role Work Plan with the Board members voting as shown below. 

	Roll Call Vote

	Marc Fetterman, Vice Chair 
	Yes

	Chris Bailey
	Yes

	Matthew Borger
	Yes

	Michael Brown
	Yes

	Joel Causey
	Yes

	Tony Falwell
	Yes

	Kellie Farster
	Yes

	Casey Studhalter
	Yes

	Garrett Whitescarver
	Yes

	Jason Wright
	Yes


iii. Discuss Online Comment Form and Comment Tracking
Danielle Gurkin displayed an electronic version of a Code Change Proposal form and a corresponding Google Doc Spreadsheet that will populate with the information from the Code Change Proposal form.  Danielle Gurkin noted that Garrett Whitescarver has collaborated with staff at DCRA to design this online form that members of the public can use to submit comments during the next code cycle, and indicated that while it is still under development, she wanted to share with the Board what she is envisioning for the next code cycle. 

A conversation ensured regarding the stages at which notifications would be sent to applicants who submit a form. The Board tentatively agreed that notifications should be triggered to respondents at 4 different intervals: upon receipt, upon transmission to a TAG, when the item is being discussed by the CCCB Board during a meeting, and lastly upon approval or denial. Casey Studhalter shared feedback on the form and urged standardization and simplicity so that the form would not permit tangents and unnecessary ramblings. Danielle Gurkin stated that written submissions, as in the case of someone without internet access, would have to be entered into the electronic form for the sake of consistency. Kellie Farster inquired about the process of routing the submissions to the respective TAG chairs. Garrett Whitescarver acknowledged that some additional brainstorming is necessary to ensure proper and timely routing.

iv. Present “Notice Regarding Application Deadline for TAG Membership for New Code Development Cycle” to the Board for Approval
Danielle Gurkin displayed a “Notice Regarding Application Deadline for TAG Membership for New Code Development Cycle” that had been previously circulated prior to today’s meeting. Marc Fetterman pointed out that an important element of the Notice is that submissions of TAG applications are being requested by September 15, 2020. Garrett Whitescarver expresses the desire to adopt the ICC process of having a subcommittee review the suitability of candidates, and not have the Board be expected to facilitate the process. Danielle Gurkin explained that applications will be sent to an email box accessible only to the Board Chair and Vice Chair, and that she will then forward applications to the relevant TAG Chair. 
A motion to adopt the Notice was made by Marc Fetterman and seconded by Jason Wright. A roll call vote was taken with the Board members voting as shown below, with caveats from Michael Brown and Casey Studhalter that edits needed to be made in the 1st and 2nd paragraph of the document regarding acronyms used. 

	Roll Call Vote

	Marc Fetterman, Vice Chair 
	Yes

	Chris Bailey
	Yes

	Matthew Borger
	Yes

	Michael Brown
	Yes

	Joel Causey
	Not Recorded

	Tony Falwell
	Yes

	Kellie Farster
	Yes

	Casey Studhalter
	Yes

	Garrett Whitescarver
	Yes

	Jason Wright
	Yes


5. Introduction of New Code Change Proposals (if any)
No new code change proposals were introduced.
6.  Administrative & Other Matters
i. CCCB Vacancies

Danielle mentioned the two outstanding vacancies: Mechanical Engineering and Building Industry- Residential Multi-Family. Both vacancies are now posted on the Mayor’s Office of Talent and Appointments (MOTA)’s website. Relevant discussions with MOTA have revealed that the Mechanical Engineering vacancy does not have be filled by a DC resident, although it is strongly encouraged. Candidates may be forwarded to Danielle Gurkin or directed to the MOTA website.
ii. Announcement of New TAG Chairs and Solicitation of TAG Members

Danielle Gurkin noted that she is ahead of schedule in announcing new TAG Chairs, but has had productive conversations with members of the Board regarding the appointment of new TAG Chairs.  Danielle Gurkin made the following appointments for TAG Chairs for the next code cycle:
Accessibility- Jason Wright
Administration & Enforcement- Marc Fetterman 

Building- Garret Whitescarver 

Electrical- Garret Whitescarver

Elevator- Joel Causey (with Marc providing assistance)

Existing Buildings- Chris Bailey

Fire & Life Safety- Tony Falwell

Green Construction & Energy Commercial- Casey Studhalter

Mechanical, Plumbing & Fuel Gas- to be determined (possibly filled by the new Mechanical Engineer Board member)
Property Maintenance- Matthew Borger

Residential & Energy-Residential- Michael Brown

Structural & Special Inspections- Kellie Farster

Flood Hazard Special Committee- Nick Bonard 
Regarding solicitation of TAG Members, Danielle Gurkin noted that in addition to publishing the Notice regarding TAG membership in the DC Register, she would like existing TAG Chairs to send an email to their TAG members asking them to reapply as TAG members for the next code cycle. Danielle Gurkin displayed a sample email that existing TAG chairs may use in recruiting TAG members. Garrett Whitescarver pointed out that since new TAG Chairs were appointed today, it would make sense for the new TAG Chairs to solicit members. Danielle Gurkin agreed with this approach.  Garret Whitescarver inquired about the current TAG member roster, which Danielle Gurkin agreed to share with the group after the meeting. Marc Fetterman indicated that the most recent copy of the roster is dated 6/20/20. Garrett opined that clarifying the scope of work expected of the TAGs will be essential in recruitment efforts.
Danielle Gurkin noted that she will be updating the CCCB page on the agency website, and welcomed members to submit updated biographies if they desire.  Matthew Borger highlighted an error on the DCRA site incorrectly ascribing him as a mayoral delegate when in fact he is the DC Council’s delegate. This then means a third vacancy needs to be filled, that of a Mayoral delegate.

iii. Next CCCB Meeting- August 20, 2020
7.  Comments by Members of the Public

No comments were made by other persons present.  
8.  Adjournment
The meeting was adjourned at 12:01 pm.  The next Board meeting is scheduled for August 20, 2020. 
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