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GOVERNMENT OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

CONSTRUCTION CODES COORDINATING BOARD



REGULAR MEETING
Thursday, July 15, 2021
Video Conference Call 

10:30 am-12:30 pm
MEETING MINUTES
	Members Present
	Board Members Not Present
	DCRA Staff Present
	Other Persons Present

	Danielle Gurkin, Chair
	
	Mamei Willie-Bonglo
	Martin Koch, DOEE

	Marc Fetterman, Vice Chair 
	
	
	Kerry Sutton, American Concrete Institute

	Chris Bailey
	
	
	

	Matthew Borger
	
	
	

	Michael Brown
	
	
	

	Joel Causey
	
	
	

	Kellie Farster
	
	
	

	Mitchell Kannry
	
	
	

	Harrison Miller
	
	
	

	Casey Studhalter
	
	
	

	Garret Whitescarver
	
	
	

	Jason Wright
	
	
	


1.  Preliminary Matters


i.
Call to Order and Roll Call

The meeting was called to order by Danielle Gurkin, Board Chair, at 10:32am. Roll call of Board members 
and other persons present was initiated by Board Chair Danielle Gurkin.  All members and other persons 
present participated via WebEx videoconference due to the ongoing public health emergency and the related 
Mayor’s Orders and legislation (e.g., “COVID-19 Response Emergency Amendment Act of 2020”). 


ii.
Adoption of Meeting Agenda

Danielle Gurkin presented the meeting agenda for the Board’s approval. A motion to adopt the meeting 
agenda was made by Jason Wright and seconded by Harrison Miller. Without any objections, the agenda 
was adopted.

iii.
Review and Adoption of Minutes of June 17, 2021 Regular Meeting

Danielle Gurkin presented the meeting minutes from the June 17, 2021 Board Meeting for the Board’s 
approval.  The meeting minutes were approved unanimously upon motion made by Harrison Miller and 
seconded by Mitchell Kannry, with the following edits: Board member Jason Wright was not present at 
            the June 17 2021 meeting, and board member Kellie Farster’s last name was corrected accordingly.

iv.
Surfside, FL and DC Building Collapses- DCRA Update from Garret Whitescarver
Garret Whitescarver, Chief Building Official at DCRA provided a few remarks on the tragic Surfside condo collapse which occurred on June 24th, 2021, and its possible implications. The 12-story condo partially collapsed in the early morning hours, while many of its residents slept. The Surfside collapse, coupled the collapse of a building under construction here in Washington, DC, have understandably resulted in heightened interest in building safety in the District of Columbia. Mr. Whitescarver stated that while he believed the current codes used in the District are adequate, he may recommend that the Board consider some additional provisions. Currently, there is no directive in the codes or District law compelling building owners (or certificate of occupancy holders) to communicate safety issues to DCRA. An administrative bulletin which would require building owners to report known safety issues is under consideration. The administrative bulletin would also include a caveat giving the chief building official the authority to revoke a certificate of occupancy if a building is deemed unsafe or dangerous pursuant to the code. Once the identified issues are corrected, building owners could then reapply for a new certificate of occupancy. DCRA is currently proactively reviewing buildings which were recently permitted to ensure all structural systems meet code requirements.

Jason Wright asked Garret Whitescarver if a cause of the collapse of the DC building has been identified. Garret Whitescarver replied that the Kennedy Street, NW, and 20th Street, NE, collapses appear to be due to high wind.  Initial suspicions were shear wall failure due to improper construction or insufficient support of the shear walls during construction. Garret Whitescarver suggested that the DC building industry should reexamine the process of constructing this critical part of the building structure.  Perhaps code-required Special Inspection should be expanded to include shear wall construction?  Kellie Farster offered to arrange a meeting between structural engineers and DCRA building professionals to discuss this issue. Chris Bailey agreed with the idea.
2.  Legislative Rulemaking Status Report


Danielle Gurkin provided the following updates:


Notice of Proposed Rulemaking Amending the 2017 Construction Codes- This rulemaking will be published 
in the DC Register as a Final Rulemaking on July 30, 2021.  


Notice of Proposed Rulemaking Conforming 16 DCMR 34 to the Fire Code- This rulemaking will be 
published in the DC Register as a Final Rulemaking on July 30, 2021. 


Notice of Proposed Rulemaking for Building Roof Loads- This rulemaking is still pending at Council for the 
45-day review period, which only runs while Council is in session.  Council is preparing for their Summer 
recess, so the 45-day review period will not expire until October 7th, 2021, at which point Danielle Gurkin will 
move forward with a Final Rulemaking. 


No Status Change- Notice of Proposed Rulemaking Amending 1 DCMR 6, Harmonization of DC Code with 
2017 DC Construction Codes, Conforming 14 DCMR to Property Maintenance Code.  
3.  Code Change Proposals for Consideration

The following 19 code change proposals were presented for a vote during the Board meeting. Results were 
as follows:
	Amendment No.
	Code/Section
	CCCB Presentation
	Procedural History
	CCCB Action & Date 

	BC-FLS-4-5-23
	403.6.1
	6/17/21
	
	Approved, 7/15/21

	BC-FLS-7-1-23
	717.5.3
	6/17/21
	
	Approved, 7/15/21

	BC-FLS-7-2-23
	705.8
	6/17/21
	
	Approved, 7/15/21

	BC-FLS-7-3-23
	706.1.1
	6/17/21
	
	Approved, 7/15/21

	BC-FLS-10-3-23
	1020.2.1
	6/17/21
	
	Disapproved, 7/15/21

	BC-FLS-10-4-23
	1003.2
	6/17/21
	
	Approved, 7/15/21

	BC-FLS-10-5-23
	1005.3.1 & 1005.3.2
	6/17/21
	
	Approved, 7/15/21

	BC-FLS-30-1-23
	3006.2
	6/17/21
	
	Deferred, 7/15/21

	BC-FH-Appendix G-1-23
	G101, G102, G103, G104, G105, G106, G107, G108, G109, G110, G111, G112, G113
	6/17/21
	
	Approved, 7/15/21

	FGC-M-1-1-23
	Chapter 1
	6/17/21
	
	Approved, 7/15/21

	FGC-M-5-1-23
	505.1.2
	6/17/21
	
	Approved, 7/15/21

	MechC-M-1-1-23
	Chapter 1
	6/17/21
	
	Approved, 7/15/21

	MechC-M-4-2-23
	401.4
	6/17/21
	
	Approved, 7/15/21

	MechC-M-5-1-23
	506.3.13.3
	6/17/21
	
	Approved, 7/15/21

	MechC-M-5-2-23
	508.1.1
	6/17/21
	
	Approved, 7/15/21

	MechC-M-5-3-23
	515.1
	6/17/21
	
	Approved, 7/15/21

	MechC-M-9-1-23
	917.1
	6/17/21
	
	Approved, 7/15/21

	MechC-M-9-2-23
	922.1
	6/17/21
	
	Approved, 7/15/21

	MechC-M-15-1-23
	Chapter 15
	6/17/21
	
	Approved, 7/15/21



Voting results on the aforementioned Code Change proposals are listed below:


BC-FLS-4-5-23


Motion by Mitchell Kannry, seconded by Garret Whitescarver. Proposal was unanimously approved.


BC-FLS-7-1-23


Motion by Mitchell Kannry, seconded by Jason Wright. Proposal was unanimously approved.

BC-FLS-7-2-23


Motion by Mitchell Kannry, seconded by Harrison Miller. Proposal was unanimously approved.

BC-FLS-7-3-23


Motion by Mitchell Kannry, seconded by Jason Wright. Proposal was unanimously approved.

BC-FLS-10-3-23


Motion by Mitchell Kannry.  Results of a roll call vote were as follows:
	Roll Call Vote

	Marc Fetterman, Vice Chair 
	Disapproved

	Chris Bailey
	Disapproved

	Matthew Borger
	Approved

	Joel Causey
	Disapproved

	Michael Brown
	Disapproved

	Kellie Farster
	Abstain

	Mitchell Kannry
	Approved

	Harrison Miller
	Approved

	Casey Studhalter
	Approved

	Garret Whitescarver
	Disapproved

	Jason Wright
	Approved



Proposal was disapproved having fallen short of the required number of approving votes.

BC-FLS-10-4-23


Motion by Mitchell Kannry, seconded by Jason Wright. Proposal was unanimously approved.

BC-FLS-10-5-23


Motion by Mitchell Kannry, seconded by Jason Wright. Proposal was unanimously approved.

BC-FLS-30-1-23

Proposal was deferred to allow for additional discussion. Small working group comprised of Elevator and Fire & Life Safety TAG members suggested by Garret Whitescarver to study BC-FLS-7-1-23, BC-FLS-10-3-23 and BC-FLS-30-1-23.


BC-FH-Appendix G-1-23


Motion by Chris Bailey, seconded by Jason Wright. Proposal was unanimously approved.

FGC-M-1-1-23


Motion by Marc Fetterman, seconded by Jason Wright. Proposal was unanimously approved.

FGC-M-5-1-23


Motion by Marc Fetterman. Results of a roll call vote were as follows:
	Roll Call Vote

	Marc Fetterman, Vice Chair 
	Approved

	Chris Bailey
	Approved

	Matthew Borger
	Approved

	Joel Causey
	Not Present

	Michael Brown
	Disapproved

	Kellie Farster
	Approved

	Mitchell Kannry
	Approved

	Harrison Miller
	Approved

	Casey Studhalter
	Approved

	Garret Whitescarver
	Abstain

	Jason Wright
	Approved



Proposal was approved by a majority of voting members.

MechC-M-1-1-23


Motion by Marc Fetterman, seconded by Garret Whitescarver. Proposal was unanimously approved.

MechC-M-4-2-23


Motion by Marc Fetterman, seconded by Jason Wright. Proposal was unanimously approved.


MechC-M-5-1-23


Motion by Marc Fetterman, seconded by Jason Wright. Proposal was unanimously approved.

MechC-M-5-2-23


Motion by Marc Fetterman, seconded by Jason Wright. Proposal was unanimously approved.

MechC-M-5-3-23


Motion by Marc Fetterman, seconded by Garret Whitescarver. Proposal was unanimously approved.

MechC-M-9-1-23


Motion by Marc Fetterman, seconded by Jason Wright. Proposal was unanimously approved.

MechC-M-9-2-23


Motion by Marc Fetterman, seconded by Garret Whitescarver. Proposal was unanimously approved.

MechC-M-15-1-23


Motion by Marc Fetterman, seconded by Jason Wright. Proposal was unanimously approved.
4.  Introduction of New Code Change Proposals
	ExBC-EB-4-1-23
	BC-FLS-10-6-23
	BC-FLS-10-7-23
	FC-FLS-2-1-23
	FC-FLS-3-1-23

	FC-FLS-3-2-23
	FC-FLS-3-3-23
	FC-FLS-3-4-23
	FC-FLS-3-5-23
	FC-FLS-3-6-23

	FC-FLS-5-1-23
	FC-FLS-5-2-23
	FC-FLS-5-3-23
	FC-FLS-5-4-23
	FC-FLS-9-1-23

	FC-FLS-9-2-23
	FC-FLS-9-3-23
	FC-FLS-9-4-23
	FC-FLS-9-5-23
	FC-FLS-9-6-23

	FC-FLS-9-7-23
	FC-FLS-9-8-23
	FC-FLS-9-9-23
	FC-FLS-9-10-23
	FC-FLS-10-1-23

	FC-FLS-10-2-23
	FC-FLS-10-3-23
	FC-FLS-10-4-23
	FC-FLS-10-5-23
	FC-FLS-10-6-23

	FC-FLS-10-7-23
	FC-FLS-11-1-23
	FC-FLS-11-2-23
	FC-FLS-11-3-23
	FC-FLS-11-4-23

	FC-FLS-61-1-23
	FC-FLS-Appendix B C D H-1-23
	FC-FLS-Appendix P-1-23
	
	


5.  CCCB Vote on Amended Bylaws


On June 23, 2021, Danielle Gurkin circulated draft Amended Bylaws to all Board members.  The 

Amendments, which are in Articles 3 and 4, will allow for virtual meetings to continue after the COVID-19 
public health emergency ends. Additionally, it will strike language which specifies that TAGs must consist of 
an odd number of members.  


Changes to the Bylaws require a favorable two-thirds vote of the Board members present and voting. The 
Board voted unanimously to accept the changes as amended and proposed by Garret Whitescarver.
6.  Administrative & Other Matters


i.
Tracking Public Comments Rejected at the TAG Level


On June 28, Danielle Gurkin circulated an email explaining that all TAGs must consider all code change 
proposals received from the public during the comment period that ended 3/29/21.  All public comments 
were saved in the CCCB Google Drive folder named 2021 Code Change Proposals Submitted by the Public, 
in subfolders for each TAG.  


When a TAG received any public comments, Danielle Gurkin previously notified the respective TAG Chair 
right after the comment period ended, sometime between 3/31 and 4/5.  


Public comments were received for the Elevator, Fuel Gas, Green Construction & Energy-Commercial,
Mechanical, Property Maintenance, and Residential & Energy-Residential TAGs.  The Structural TAG also received public
comments that Chair Kellie Farster has already reviewed and provided relevant updates for.


Danielle Gurkin reminded TAG chairs that as they approve public code change proposals, they are to 
complete the top section of the proposal form (including assigning it an Amendment Number) then send it to 
cccbchair.dcra@dc.gov email box for the proposal to be introduced at a future CCCB meeting.


If a TAG approves a public comment with amendments, i.e. a TAG strikes a section from a public 
proposal and approves the modified version, they are to amend the public comment submission and 
approve it, instead of denying the proposal altogether and crafting a new proposal in its place.  This will 
allow for better tracking of the procedural history of the public comment.  


If a TAG rejects a public code change proposal, TAG chairs must provide CCCB Board Chair Danielle 
Gurkin with a brief justification why the proposal was rejected, e.g., inconsistent with DC laws, does not rise 
to the level of importance to merit a code change, etc. 


ii.
TAG Meetings on the Open DC Website


Please communicate all meeting dates in advance, so they can be made available for the public.

iii.
Next CCCB Meeting- August 19, 2021
7. Comments by Board Members and Members of the Public

Comments by Board Members are recorded above.  No comments were made by members of the public.

8. Adjournment
Meeting was adjourned at 12:24pm.
This meeting is governed by the Open Meetings Act. Please address any questions or complaints arising under this meeting to the Office of Open Government at opengovoffice@dc.gov.
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