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 GOVERNMENT OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

CONSTRUCTION CODES COORDINATING BOARD




CONSTRUCTION CODES COORDINATING BOARD

MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING

Thursday, June 18, 2020
(via Video Conference Call) 

10:30a.m. – 12:30 p.m.
	Members Present
	Board Members Not Present
	DCRA Staff Present
	Other Persons Present

	Danielle Gurkin, Chair
	
	Monique Bocock
	John Catlett, AOBA

	Marc Fetterman, Vice Chair 
	
	Jonathan Kuhl
	Martin Koch, DOEE

	Chris Bailey
	
	Mamei Willie-Bonglo
	

	Matthew Borger
	
	
	

	Michael Brown
	
	
	

	Joel Causey
	
	
	

	Tony Falwell
	
	
	

	Kellie Farster
	
	
	

	Casey Studhalter
	
	
	

	Garret Whitescarver
	
	
	

	Jason Wright
	
	
	


1.  Preliminary Matters

i.
Call to Order and Roll Call
Danielle Gurkin introduced herself as the new Board Chair and called the meeting to order at 10:47am. Roll call of Board members and other persons present was initiated by Casey Studhalter. All members and other persons present participated via WebEx due to the ongoing public health emergency and the related Mayor’s Orders and legislation (e.g., “COVID-19 Response Emergency Amendment Act of 2020”). 
ii.
Adoption of Meeting Agenda
Danielle Gurkin presented the meeting agenda for the Board’s approval with a proposed revision to the agenda to change the meeting order by moving agenda item 6i up to allow for Danielle Gurkin to make a formal introduction to the group. The meeting agenda as revised was approved unanimously upon motion made by Garrett Whitescarver and seconded by Casey Studhalter. 
iii.
Review and Adoption of Minutes of May 21, 2020 Regular Meeting
The meeting minutes for the May 21, 2020 Board Meeting were approved unanimously upon motion made by Jason Wright and seconded by Tony Falwell. 
6.  Administrative Matters
Danielle Gurkin offered a formal introduction as the new Board Chair and summarized her educational background and work experience.   She stated that she will also be providing legislative support, while Mamei Willie-Bonglo will provide administrative support. Should a technical need arise, or assistance from legal counsel be needed, DCRA will provide this support as well.
2.  Consideration of 2017 Code Change Proposals & Approval of Associated Rulemaking Notice(s) 

Danielle Gurkin turned over agenda item 2 to Vice Chair Marc Fetterman. 
Marc Fetterman brought forward minor revisions by DOEE to previously approved code change proposal BC-CCCB-App. G-1-17.  It was approved as noted below.  Next, he brought up two previously-introduced proposals by OmegaFlex (a flexible hose and braid product company), BC-CCCB-35-1-17 and re-numbered PC-CCCB-15-1-17. Garrett Whitescarver objected that he had not yet had the opportunity to review the proposals in depth but Marc Fetterman explained that these two proposals seek simply to establish a more recent year-date for an NFPA standard than is in the 2017 DC Construction Codes.  Garrett Whitescarver stated that he would always consider the evolution of a model code or standard as a logical step, and would approve a more recent year-date of a standard, if requested. He sees no reason for these code changes.  Casey Studhalter and Jason Wright stated their concern about the Board getting overly involved in issues that are readily approved by the Building Official. Tony Falwell and Chris Bailey agreed. In response, Marc Fetterman suggested that the Board vote down the proposals and action was taken as summarized in the table below.
The following actions were taken by the Board. All actions were unanimous unless otherwise noted.
	Code
	Code/Section
	Introduced
	Procedural History
	CCCB Action
6.18.20

	BC-CCCB-12-1-17
	2017 DC Building Code / Section 1208.4
	3.3.20
	
	Deferred

	BC-CCCB-35-1-17
	2017 DC Building Code / Chapter 35
	5.21.20
	
	Disapproved
Marc Fetterman (M)

Jason Wright (S)

	BC-CCCB-App.

G-1-17
	2017 DC Building Code / Appendix G, G101.2 & Section 2702.17
	3.3.20
	Revised 3.31.20; approved by CCCB 3.31.20 as revised; revised 5.21.20; revised 6.18.20
	Approved

Joel Causey (M)

Garrett Whitescarver S)

	PC-CCCB-15-1-17
(Renumbered from PC-CCCB-16-1-17)
	2017 DC Plumbing Code / Chapter 15
	5.21.20
	Revised 6.18.20;
	Disapproved
Marc Fetterman (M)

Jason Wright (S)


Marc Fetterman introduced a motion to approve a Notice of Proposed Rulemaking amending the 2017 Construction Codes, which included the just-approved revision to BC-CCCB-App. G-1-17.  The motion was seconded by Casey Studhalter. All members voted unanimously to approve the Notice of Proposed Rulemaking.
3. Legislative/Rulemaking Status Report 

Danielle Gurkin stated that the Notice of Emergency and Proposed Rulemaking relating to portable fire extinguishers went into effect on May 29, 2020 and was published in the DC Register on June 5, 2020. She stated that there are ongoing conversations with Legislative Affairs staff at DOEE regarding the status of the flood hazard rules as an emergency rulemaking. Danielle Gurkin indicated that she is including the flood hazard provisions in the Notice of Proposed Rulemaking that was just approved in an effort to expedite the rulemaking, but that if the flood hazard rules can move forward as an emergency rulemaking, she will make them into a standalone Emergency Rulemaking. Casey Studhalter introduced DOEE colleague Martin Koch to provide an update on the flood hazard rules. Martin Koch indicated that per Nicole Rentz, DOEE Legislative Affairs Director, the office of the Deputy Mayor for Operations and Infrastructure did not deny the emergency proposal, but requested additional data to substantiate the proposed action. DOEE flood team has put together additional data to justify the rulemaking’s emergency status. Martin Koch wanted to make sure that combining separate elements into the rulemaking request will not jeopardize the likelihood of approval. Danielle does not think it will.
4. Next Code Development Cycle (2022 DC Construction Codes)
Discussion of revised/streamlined code development procedures
Danielle Gurkin initiated a discussion about the next current code development cycle, using material developed by former CCCB Chair Jill Stern. Garrett Whitescarver referenced the previously proposed concept to adopt the unvarnished ICC codes and seek public comment. The Board’s process would then begin by having TAGs review proposed code changes from the public. The role of TAGs would be limited. Marc Fetterman offered an opinion that challenges encountered during creation of the 2017 DC Construction Codes are due to TAGs and the Board not adhering to schedules and not due to the work that the TAGs were charged with completing.  He strongly supports the goal of having as few code changes as possible. 
Proposed Code Development Timeline
Marc Fetterman discussed an alternate timeline that will reduce the proposed schedule by roughly 8 months. The amended timeline involves TAGs meeting as soon as public comment is solicited. He reiterated the Board’s need to maintain a schedule.  Garrett Whitescarver supported agreeing on a timeline to which the Board is held accountable. Danielle Gurkin suggested creating a subcommittee to work on compiling a more aggressive timeline than the one previously presented to the Board. Marc Fetterman, Jason Wright, and Chris Bailey volunteered to participate in creating a new timeline. The final product will be a document on which all Board members and DCRA will provide input. Marc Fetterman states that the document will be circulated amongst the Board following today’s call/meeting.
A discussion ensued regarding the variety and purpose of TAGs, with Marc Fetterman expressing disappointment that DCRA Director Chrappah does not favor having 13 separate TAGs/subcommittees. Marc Fetterman expressed the view that the number of committees does not result in inefficiency of the Board, and that many TAG members are specialists and bring unique perspectives. Marc Fetterman stated that management of the TAGs is unrelated to the actual number of TAGs in existence. Garrett Whitescarver agreed that the TAGs serve a necessary and specialized purpose in examining model codes. Garrett Whitescarver suggested that a strict timeline and a set of deliverables for the TAGs would result in greater efficiency. Danielle agreed that a charging document for the TAGs would be helpful for multiple audiences, including herself.  Marc Fetterman, Jason Wright, and Garret Whitescarver volunteered to create a charging document for TAGs for the next code cycle, which will be circulated at the next Board meeting.  Danielle Gurkin states that she will advocate for OPLA and EOM to adhere to set timelines.   
Status of Online Comment Form and Comment Tracking
Garrett Whitescarver is currently working with the Office of Information Security (OIS) at DCRA to design an online form, complete with a tracking number, which would be accessible to users regardless of tech savviness. Proposals would be transparent to the public, with only necessary redactions. A goal would be to minimize duplicate proposals being submitted. Garrett Whitescarver welcomed input on the form design to make it as efficient and modern as possible. Marc Fetterman suggested using the current code change form on website as a starting point. Garrett Whitescarver brought up the Board’s ability to discuss proposals out of the public sphere. Marc Fetterman mentioned that per the Public Meeting Act, all Board proceedings must be accessible by the public. Danielle Gurkin will explore the legal expectations of tracking comments. Jason Wright suggested the use of a forwarding function and the ability to assign proposals to TAGs during the development of a new online form. 
Proposed DC Register Publication of Notice on New Procedures and Deadline for TAG Applications
Danielle Gurkin noted that the Notice circulated to the Board prior to the meeting will need to be revised in light of new discussions regarding the procedures for the next Code Cycle.  Marc Fetterman mentioned the need to have a TAG member application available to the public that captures resume data as well. Danielle Gurkin will work on this. A new procedure for TAG applications needs to be decided upon before next Board meeting.
TAG Consideration of significant changes between 2015 & 2018 & 2021 Model Codes
Danielle Gurkin noted that this agenda item was covered during the earlier discussion regarding the role and responsibilities of TAGs for the upcoming code cycle.
Revision of CCCB By-laws  
Danielle Gurkin suggested tabling discussion of this agenda item until the next Board Meeting. Marc Fetterman highlighted the need to discuss modifications to the Board functions due to COVID-19 (i.e. video conference-style meetings) which affect the public’s ability to participate. In response to a comment from a Board member, he stated that future regular meeting details are published in the DC Register, and on a DC Government website.
Kellie Farster suggested adapting to electronic means of reviewing proposals and voting as well, which would result in greater efficiency and referenced the methodology used by the American Society of Civil Engineers (ASCE), another board on which she serves. Marc Fetterman agreed that the ability to review proposals electronically ahead of time would be best for the Board. Garrett Whitescarver asked whether Kellie Farster could provide more insight/detail as to how the referenced system works, so that perhaps DCRA-OIS could make the same adaptations. She offered to do a virtual tour and share screenshots from the ASCE platform as reference tools. Jason Wright indicated he is in favor of systems of efficiency and for allowing TAGs to practice their subject matter expertise. Garrett Whitescarver asked whether such a system would still allow for TAGs to provide their technical positions on codes and public comment/input before amendments are voted on by the Board. Kellie Farster responded in the affirmative. 
5. Introduction of New Code Change Proposals (if any)
No new code change proposals were introduced.
6.  Administrative Matters (continued)
Danielle Gurkin mentioned the existence of several vacant positions on the Board, (including Building Industry-Residential Multi-Family, Mechanical Engineering profession, and DC Council delegate) and welcomed recommendations for people to fill these slots. She stated that she will be appointing TAG chairs and working on the TAG member application form before the next meeting. Jason Wright mentioned that having a distinct schedule and committed timeline will be very helpful towards recruitment efforts. Garrett Whitescarver expressed excitement at having Danielle join the Board and added that she will surely bring a refreshing perspective.
No other administrative matters were discussed. 
7.  Comments by Members of the Public

 Martin Koch, DOEE, offered comments as noted above.
8.  Adjournment
The meeting was adjourned at 12:02 pm.  The next Board meeting is scheduled for July 16, 2020. 
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