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GOVERNMENT OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

CONSTRUCTION CODES COORDINATING BOARD



REGULAR MEETING
Thursday, February 18, 2021
Video Conference Call 

10:30 am-12:30 pm
MEETING MINUTES
	Members Present
	Board Members Not Present
	DCRA Staff Present
	Other Persons Present

	Danielle Gurkin, Chair
	
	Ashley Delgado
	Johnnie Barton, BEGA

	Marc Fetterman, Vice Chair 
	
	Mamei Willie-Bonglo
	Martin Koch, DOEE

	Chris Bailey
	
	
	Kerry Sutton, American Concrete Institute

	Matthew Borger
	
	
	

	Michael Brown
	
	
	

	Joel Causey
	
	
	

	Kellie Farster
	
	
	

	Mitchell Kannry
	
	
	

	Casey Studhalter
	
	
	

	Garret Whitescarver
	
	
	

	Jason Wright
	
	
	


1.  Preliminary Matters

i.
Call to Order and Roll Call
The meeting was called to order by Danielle Gurkin, Board Chair, at 10:35am. Roll call of board members and other persons present was initiated by Board Chair Danielle Gurkin.  All members and other persons present participated via WebEx videoconference due to the ongoing public health emergency and the related Mayor’s Orders and legislation (e.g., “COVID-19 Response Emergency Amendment Act of 2020”). 

ii.
Adoption of Meeting Agenda
Danielle Gurkin presented the meeting agenda for the Board’s approval. A motion to adopt the meeting agenda was made by Garret Whitescarver and seconded by Michael Brown. Without any objections, the agenda was adopted.
iii.
Review and Adoption of Minutes of January 21, 2021 Regular Meeting
Danielle Gurkin presented the meeting minutes from the January 21, 2021 Board Meeting for the Board’s approval.  The meeting minutes were approved unanimously upon motion made by Casey Studhalter and seconded by Joel Causey.
2.  Legislative/ Rulemaking Status Report
Danielle Gurkin provided the following updates:

Portable Fire Extinguishers- Published as a Final Rulemaking on 1/22/21.  

Flood Hazards- The 2nd emergency rulemaking expires on April 9, 2021.  Danielle Gurkin is working on getting a Notice of Final Rulemaking published, which will happen well before the 2nd emergency rulemaking expires.
Notice of Proposed Rulemaking Amending the 2017 Construction Codes- Received legal sufficiency on the Approval Resolution from OAG, but still waiting to receive the Fiscal Impact Statement (FIS) from OCFO.  As soon as the FIS is received, this notice will be sent to Council for the 45-day review period.  

Notice of Proposed Rulemaking for Building Roof Loads- This rulemaking amends Section 1607 (Live Loads) of Chapter 16 (Structural Design) of the Building Code Supplement of 2017 to clarify standards for the maximum weight allowable for total roof live loads, aligning it with the 2015 International Building Code.  This rulemaking has received pre-approvals from OPLA and DMOI, and legal sufficiency from OAG.  It was submitted this week to OPLA to receive IQ certification, and then it will be published in the DC Register for public comment.
Notice of Proposed Rulemaking Conforming 16 DCMR 34 to the Fire Code- This rulemaking conforms existing FEMS infractions in Title 16 to the new Fire Code.  It has received necessary pre-approvals from OPLA and DMOI and is currently undergoing legal sufficiency review at OAG.  

Notice of Proposed Rulemaking Amending 1 DCMR 6- This rulemaking eliminates 1 DCMR 601 (“Notice of Meetings”) in its entirety to conform public notice requirements for CCCB and TAG meetings to the Open Meetings Act.  It received pre-approvals from OPLA and DMOI and is undergoing legal sufficiency review at OAG.

Harmonization of DC Code with 2017 DC Construction Codes: This legislation has been drafted and DCRA is exploring the best way to advance it with the Mayor’s Office.

No Status Change to the Following- Conforming 14 DCMR to Property Maintenance Code.  
3.  Update on Comment Received to NPR Amending the 2017 Construction Codes
Michael Brown provided an update on the request to change Table R405.5 in Chapter 4 of the Energy Conservation Code Supplement of 2017 – Residential Provisions. To date, there have been no complaints from consumers regarding meeting this requirement for energy efficiency in the District. As such, Michael Brown proposed leaving the table as is, and instead welcoming code modification proposals. Joel Causey agreed about the feasibility of the code requirement in its current format. Marc Fetterman wanted to ensure there had been direct communication with the person who submitted the comment. Michael Brown had not personally done so but committed to reaching out. Joel Causey suggested contacting the requestor and obtaining more clarity on the rationale of the request and understanding whether it is cost-driven or rooted elsewhere in nature. Further discussion is suspended until additional information is obtained from the commenter, and the matter has been discussed by the members of the Residential and Energy-Residential TAG.
4.  Code Change Proposals for Consideration
Several code change proposals were voted on during the meeting. Results were as follows:

	Amendment No.
	Code/Section
	CCCB Presentation
	Procedural History
	CCCB Action & Date 

	BC-FLS-4-1-23
	403.5.1
	1/21/21
	Presented as BC-FLS-4-2-17
	Approved 2/18/21

	BC-S-16-1-23
	1603.1.3
	1/21/21
	
	Approved 2/18/21

	BC-S-16-2-23
	1603.1.8
	1/21/21
	
	Approved 2/18/21

	BC-S-16-4-23
	1607.9
	1/21/21
	
	Approved 2/18/21

	BC-S-16-7-23
	1612
	1/21/21
	
	Approved 2/18/21

	BC-S-17-1-23
	1703.1.1
	1/21/21
	
	Approved 2/18/21

	BC-S-17-2-23
	1704.2.1 & Chapter 35
	1/21/21
	
	Approved 2/18/21


i. BC-FLS-4-1-23 (introduced & approved as BC-FLS-4-2-17)
Presented for a vote by Jason Wright, and seconded by Garret Whitescarver.  This code change had been approved by the FLS TAG but was not considered by the CCCB during development of the 2017 DC Construction Code.  During discussions today, it was agreed that this code change would not amend the 2017 DC Construction Code but would be part of the current code review cycle.
	Roll Call Vote

	Marc Fetterman, Vice Chair 
	Approved

	Chris Bailey
	Approved

	Matthew Borger
	Approved

	Michael Brown
	Opposed

	Joel Causey
	Approved

	Mitchell Kannry
	Approved

	Kellie Farster
	Approved

	Casey Studhalter
	Approved

	Garret Whitescarver
	Approved

	Jason Wright
	Approved


ii. BC-S-16-1-23
        Presented for a vote by Kellie Farster, and seconded by Chris Bailey.  The proposal was approved 
unanimously. 
iii. BC-S-16-2-23
Presented for a vote by Kellie Farster, and seconded by Jason Wright.  Matthew Borger & Joel Causey felt that this was an unnecessary requirement to place on building owners.
	Roll Call Vote

	Marc Fetterman, Vice Chair 
	Approved

	Chris Bailey
	Approved

	Matthew Borger
	Opposed

	Michael Brown
	Approved

	Joel Causey
	Opposed

	Mitchell Kannry
	Approved

	Kellie Farster
	Approved

	Casey Studhalter
	Approved

	Garret Whitescarver
	Approved

	Jason Wright
	Approved


iv. BC-S-16-4-23
            Presented for a vote by Kellie Farster, and seconded by Jason Wright.  The proposal was approved            unanimously.  
v. BC-S-16-7-23

Presented for a vote by Kellie Farster, with Martin Koch adding that the Flood Hazard TAG has already 
reviewed and approved this proposal. Motion seconded by Jason Wright.  The proposal was approved 
unanimously.

vi.
BC-S-17-1-23

Presented for a vote by Kellie Farster, and seconded by Matthew Borger.  The proposal was approved 
unanimously.

vii.
BC-S-17-2-23

Presented for a vote by Kellie Farster, and seconded by Marc Fetterman.  Inspection Manual states name of special inspection agency to be furnished to DCRA prior to issuance of the permit while this section states the agency be identified prior to beginning construction.  These different criteria were discussed & Chris Bailey wished to consider the matter further before approving it.
	Roll Call Vote

	Marc Fetterman, Vice Chair 
	Approved

	Chris Bailey
	Abstain

	Matthew Borger
	Approved

	Michael Brown
	Approved

	Joel Causey
	Approved

	Mitchell Kannry
	Approved

	Kellie Farster
	Approved

	Casey Studhalter
	Approved

	Garret Whitescarver
	Approved

	Jason Wright
	Approved


5.
Introduction of New Code Change Proposals
Danielle Gurkin shared the following proposals with members of the Board, to be considered at the March meeting.
i.
BC-FH-16-2-23

ii.
BC-S-16-3-23

Iii.
BC-S-21-1-23

iv.
BC-S-17-4-23

6.
Next Code Development Cycle (2023 DC Construction Codes)

i.
Publication of Notice to Begin Code Cycle with a 45-Day Comment Period

The Notice to Begin Code Cycle was published in the DC Register on February 12, 2021, and the 45-day 
comment period ends on March 29, 2021.   A link to the Notice has also published on the DCRA CCCB 
website.

ii.
Numbering Nomenclature for Code Change Proposals


Danielle Gurkin presented onscreen a guide for naming and numbering code change proposals which are to be submitted to the CCCB for consideration. Item 2 will be amended to add the Flood Hazard Special Committee.  A copy of this document has been provided to each member of the Board.
7.
Administrative & Other Matters

i.
Introduction of New CCCB Board Member- Chief Mitchell Kannry (FEMS) 

ii.
Board Approval of TAG Members


TAG Chairs, or their representative, presented additional voting member-candidates as listed below.  
Motions to approve were made, duly seconded, and approved unanimously.  

Electrical- Garret Whitescarver

Additional Members: Mike Love

Fire & Life Safety- Mitchell Kannry, Chair
Additional Members: Semere Hadera, Chris Campbell, Mike Love
Mechanical, Plumbing & Fuel Gas- Marc Fetterman, Chair  

Additional Members: Brian McDermott

iii.
TAG Meetings on the Open DC Website


iv.
Next CCCB Meeting- March 25, 2021

Due to DCRA’s Performance Oversight Hearing before DC Council on March 18, 2021, the March meeting 
has been rescheduled for March 25, 2021, from 10:30am-12:30pm.
8.
Comments by Board Members and Members of the Public

Marc Fetterman reminded the Board members to make active use of the IBC division of responsibilities document previously circulated to ensure all chapters are covered during the code cycle, and requested that this document be reviewed at the March Board meeting.
9.
Adjournment
The meeting adjourned at 12:00pm.
This meeting is governed by the Open Meetings Act. Please address any questions or complaints arising under this meeting to the Office of Open Government at opengovoffice@dc.gov.
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