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GOVERNMENT OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

CONSTRUCTION CODES COORDINATING BOARD



REGULAR MEETING
Thursday, October 15, 2020
Video Conference Call 

10:30 am-12:30 pm
MEETING MINUTES
	Members Present
	Board Members Not Present
	DCRA Staff Present
	Other Persons Present

	Danielle Gurkin, Chair
	
	Leslie Camacho 
	Eric Jones, AOBA

	Marc Fetterman, Vice Chair 
	
	Ashley Delgado
	

	Chris Bailey
	
	Jonathan Kuhl
	

	Matthew Borger
	
	Mamei Willie-Bonglo
	

	Michael Brown
	
	
	

	Joel Causey
	
	
	

	Tony Falwell
	
	
	

	Kellie Farster
	
	
	

	Casey Studhalter
	
	
	

	Garret Whitescarver
	
	
	

	Jason Wright
	
	
	


1.  Preliminary Matters

i.
Call to Order and Roll Call
The meeting was called to order by Danielle Gurkin, Board Chair, at 10:33am. Roll call of board members and other persons present was initiated by Danielle Gurkin.  All members and other persons present participated via WebEx videoconference due to the ongoing public health emergency and the related Mayor’s Orders and legislation (e.g., “COVID-19 Response Emergency Amendment Act of 2020”). 

ii.
Adoption of Meeting Agenda
Danielle Gurkin presented the meeting agenda for the Board’s approval. A motion to adopt the meeting agenda was made by Jason Wright and seconded by Joel Causey. Without any objections, the agenda was adopted.
iii.
Review and Adoption of Minutes of September 17, 2020 Regular Meeting
Danielle Gurkin presented the meeting minutes from the September 17, 2020 Board Meeting for the Board’s approval.  The meeting minutes were approved unanimously upon motion made by Joel Causey and seconded by Jason Wright.
2.  DCRA Demonstration of Online Code Change Proposal Form and Comment Tracking

Danielle Gurkin introduced Ashley Delgado, Energy Plans Reviewer at DCRA, who then presented onscreen two sample forms (one of which was created by Leslie Camacho) that had been developed for the purpose of receiving comments by the general public. The first form, designed via Google Slide, allowed for formatted submissions on a pre-existing form previously utilized by DCRA. This upgraded form also features the ability to lock and unlock sections for editing, with copies of submissions being sent to the person completing it, as well as the original being automatically stored in a Google folder. Should the applicant need to revise their submission, the original form can be unlocked for that purpose. The second form, designed by Leslie Camacho via Google Forms, had the same fields but differed in appearance. Upon submission, the data is captured in a corresponding Google Sheet. This second form also allows for supplements to be attached. Form entries could either be manually routed to the corresponding TAG Chair, or can be automatically directed to the TAG Chair, depending on the preference of the Board.
Following Ashley Delgado’s presentation, Matthew Borger asked a question about how DCRA currently manages incoming correspondence, and the likelihood of using that system for the purpose at hand. Chris Bailey shared that the agency utilizes a tracking system, Kustomer, to communicate with external stakeholders. Both Chris Bailey and Garret Whitescarver agreed that because of the adaptations that would be necessary, it is impractical to consider using Kustomer during the upcoming code development cycle. Instead, Danielle Gurkin suggested that a live link of the agreed-upon form be placed on the CCCB page on DCRA’s website. Entries will then be farmed out to the respective TAG Chair, upon receipt. 

Marc Fetterman requested that the Board be given the opportunity to test out both versions of the form, before making a decision on which one they would prefer. Ashley Delgado agreed to send sample forms to anyone interested. Garret Whitescarver agreed with the idea of Board members serving as beta testers. Jason Wright brought up the importance of having a manageable system of tracking submissions on the back end. Chris Bailey agreed with Jason, including having a way to identify duplicate submissions. Ashley Delgado clarified that it will be essential to have someone responsible for handling all the related administrative work on the back end to ensure data integrity. Jason Wright then added on the importance of a rolling, public-facing status indicator to avoid/minimize the instance of receiving duplicate proposals for the same topic. Marc Fetterman suggested that TAG chairs be responsible for sorting through proposals received to identify/address duplicates, since most code changes originate at the TAG level. Casey Studhalter noted that there is value in receiving multiple code change requests on the same topic, as it would signify some degree of popularity/interest by the public. Danielle Gurkin mentioned that she is currently pursuing additional administrative support through DCRA, in addition to that which is currently being provided by Special Assistant, Mamei Willie-Bonglo. Casey Studhalter highlighted that the second form displayed in the presentation was more aesthetically pleasing, appeared more user-friendly, and would allow for more comprehensive information to be collected from the applicant. 
3.  Legislative/Rulemaking Status Report
Danielle Gurkin provided the following updates:
· Second Notice of Emergency Rulemaking for Portable Fire Extinguishers- 2nd emergency rulemaking was adopted on 9/25/20, published in DCR 10/9/20, and expires 1/23/21.  Approval Resolution was filed with DC Council on 10/5; 45-day clock starts on 10/20.  After the 45-day period expires, Danielle Gurkin will publish a Notice of Final Rulemaking.

· Notice of Emergency and Proposed Rulemaking for Flood Hazard Rules- No comments were received on this rulemaking.  It will be sent to DC Council for the 45-day review period as an Approval Resolution shortly.  Once the 45-day review period passes, Danielle Gurkin will publish a Notice of Final Rulemaking.
· Notice of Proposed Rulemaking Amending the 2017 Construction Codes- Danielle Gurkin received approval from the Mayor’s Office on this Rulemaking last week, and it should be published in the DCR either on 10/23 or 10/30.  Then, it will be open for a 30-day comment period.  The Board will be updated should any comments be received.
· No Status Change to the Following: CCCB Meeting Notice Requirement in 1 DCMR 6; Harmonization of DC Code with 2017 DC Construction Codes; Conforming 14 DCMR to Property Maintenance Code.  Danielle Gurkin believes the Harmonization of DC Code with the 2017 DC Construction Codes (which includes the new property cause of action) will be introduced later this year, perhaps as part of the Mayor’s LegFest.  During the integration of the Building, Energy and Green Codes, the ICC editor who worked with Casey Studhalter and Danielle Gurkin found a few errors in the codes that will be addressed in an errata.  

4.  Introduction of New Code Change Proposals (if any)

     No new code change proposals were submitted.

5.  Administrative & Other Matters

     i.    Board Approval of TAG Members

Each TAG Chair, or their representative, presented the slate of candidates as listed below.  Motions to approve were approved unanimously.
Accessibility- Jason Wright, Chair
Members: Chris Bailey

Administration & Enforcement- Marc Fetterman, Chair (appointed as Chair at the meeting)
Members: Chris Bailey, Lyle Blanchard, Eric Jones, Eric Mayl, Garret Whitescarver
Building- Garret Whitescarver, Chair 

Members: Marc Fetterman, Eric Mayl, David Wilmot, Gregory Woodruff 
Electrical- Garret Whitescarver

Members: Moustapha Diack 
Garret Whitescarver will propose DCRA staff to round out the group
Elevator- Joel Causey, Chair (Marc Fetterman presented on Joel Causey’s behalf) 

Members: Marc Fetterman, Graydon Ripley, Richard Shaffer, Sonia Zamora
Garret Whitescarver will propose a DCRA staff person to round out the group
Existing Buildings- Chris Bailey, Chair
Members: Marc Fetterman, Morgan Hurley, Eric Mayl
Fire & Life Safety- Tony Falwell, Chair
Members: Ray Grill, Eric Mayl, Scott Vandame, Garret Whitescarver, Jason Wright
Matthew Borger asked about lack of representation by AOBA, to which Eric Jones offered to explore the possibilities and report back within a week. 
Green Construction & Energy Commercial- Casey Studhalter, Chair
Members: Ali Alaswadi, Michelle Christopher, James Hansen, Anica Landreneau, Jake McGillis, Brad McNiff
Casey Studhalter has also conducted outreach to AOBA to encourage participation on this TAG.
Mechanical, Plumbing & Fuel Gas- Marc Fetterman, Chair  

Members: Farooq Ahmadzai, Gus Mehrdad
Garret Whitescarver will propose a DCRA staff person to round out the group
Property Maintenance- Matthew Borger, Chair
Members: Randi Marshall, John Ritz, Garret Whitescarver
Garret Whitescarver will propose additional DCRA staff to serve, including Peter Nyabagosi.
Residential & Energy-Residential- Michael Brown, Chair
Members: Robert Campbell, Michael Cross, Asa Foss, Tanya Topolewski, Chris Toussaint, Keith Vaughn, Tim Walocha, Charles Warren
Structural & Special Inspections- Kellie Farster, Chair
Members: Chris Bailey, Matthew Daw, David Griggs, John Landry, Jonathan Moroney, Dara Naderi, Lauren Wingo 
Flood Hazard Special Committee- Nick Bonard, Chair (Danielle Gurkin presented on Nick Bonard’s behalf) 

Members: Marc Fetterman, Martin Koch, Michael Marsala, Phetmano Phannavong
       ii.  Next CCCB Meeting- November 19, 2020
6.  Comments by Board Members and Members of the Public

Jason Wright asked about the scheduled delivery of the 2021 ICC Code material, to which Danielle Gurkin responded that she and Mamei Willie-Bonglo are working on obtaining the content according to previously communicated timelines. Danielle Gurkin alerted the Board that she is currently working to pursue 3-year digital licenses.  Jason Wright also asked about the possibility of integrating other codes and suggested that if the ICC could draft a proposal, another entity could possibly fund the cost to purchase.  
7.  Adjournment

The meeting adjourned at 11:57am.
This meeting is governed by the Open Meetings Act. Please address any questions or complaints arising under this meeting to the Office of Open Government at opengovoffice@dc.gov.
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