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GOVERNMENT OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

CONSTRUCTION CODES COORDINATING BOARD



REGULAR MEETING
Thursday, January 21, 2021
Video Conference Call 

10:30 am-12:30 pm
MEETING MINUTES
	Members Present
	Board Members Not Present
	DCRA Staff Present
	Other Persons Present

	Danielle Gurkin, Chair
	Joel Causey
	Ashley Delgado 
	John Catlett, AOBA  

	Marc Fetterman, Vice Chair 
	Mitchell Kannry
	Mamei Willie-Bonglo 
	Spencer Hamm, DC FEMS

	Chris Bailey
	Casey Studhalter
	
	Eric Jones, AOBA

	Matthew Borger
	
	
	Martin Koch, DOEE

	Michael Brown
	
	
	Kerry Sutton, American Concrete Institute

	Kellie Farster
	
	
	

	Garret Whitescarver
	
	
	

	Jason Wright
	
	
	


1.  Preliminary Matters

i.
Call to Order and Roll Call
The meeting was called to order by Danielle Gurkin, Board Chair, at 10:31am. Roll call of board members and other persons present was initiated by Board Chair Danielle Gurkin.  All members and other persons present participated via WebEx videoconference due to the ongoing public health emergency and the related Mayor’s Orders and legislation (e.g., “COVID-19 Response Emergency Amendment Act of 2020”). 

ii.
Adoption of Meeting Agenda
Danielle Gurkin presented the meeting agenda for the Board’s approval. A motion to adopt the meeting agenda was made by Jason Wright and seconded by Kellie Farster. Without any objections, the agenda was adopted.
iii.
Review and Adoption of Minutes of December 17, 2020 Regular Meeting
Danielle Gurkin presented the meeting minutes from the December 17, 2020 Board Meeting for the Board’s approval.  The meeting minutes were approved unanimously upon motion made by Garret Whitescarver and seconded by Chris Bailey.
2.  Legislative/ Rulemaking Status Report
Danielle Gurkin provided the following updates:

Approval Resolution for Portable Fire Extinguishers- The Notice of Final Rulemaking will be published in the DC Register on January 22, 2021.
Approval Resolution for Flood Hazard Rules- The 2nd emergency rulemaking does not expire until April 9, 2021. In the meantime, Danielle Gurkin is working on publishing a Notice of Final Rulemaking.
Notice of Proposed Rulemaking Amending the 2017 Construction Codes- This rulemaking will move forward, with the provision related to the Energy Conservation Code Supplement of 2017 – Residential Provisions, Chapter 4, Residential Energy Efficiency, Table R405.5 extracted from the text.  The comment received from the Bradford White Corporation is currently under review by the Residential & Energy-Residential TAG. The next step will involve obtaining legal sufficiency and drafting a fiscal impact statement on the Approval Resolution to submit to Council for the 45-day review period, which Danielle Gurkin is working on.
No Status Change to the Following: CCCB Meeting Notice Requirement in 1 DCMR 6; Harmonization of DC Code with 2017 DC Construction Codes; Conforming 14 DCMR to Property Maintenance Code.  
3.  Code Change Proposal for Consideration
i.
BC-S-16-1-17


This proposal was presented for a vote by Kellie Farster and seconded by Marc Fetterman. 
	Code
	Code/Section
	Introduced
	Procedural History
	CCCB Date and Action Taken

	BC-S-16-1-17
	2017 DC Building Code / Section 1607
	12.17.20
	
	1.21.21- Approved



Danielle Gurkin will now advance BC-S-16-1-17 as a rulemaking, making a strong case in favor of emergency 
rulemaking status, and will keep the CCCB updated on its progress. 
4.  Introduction of New Code Change Proposals
     i.
BC-FLS-4-2-17


This is an amendment to section 403.5.1 of the IBC, which was approved by the Fire and Life Safety TAG during 
the last code cycle and introduced by Jason Wright at the December 2020 meeting. This proposal was previously submitted during the last code change cycle under former board chair Jill Stern, but was not presented to the 
entire CCCB for consideration due to a clerical error. 
     ii.

BC-S-16-1-23

     iii.

BC-S-16-2-23

     iv.

BC-S-16-4-23

     v.

BC-S-16-7-23

     vi.

BC-S-17-1-23

     vii.
BC-S-17-2-23


Kellie Farster clarified that each of the 6 proposals listed above were all approved by the Structural and Special 
Inspections TAG during the last code cycle, and the wording for all but one proposal remains unchanged.  
Garret Whitescarver asked whether there was anything controversial in any of the proposals where special 
attention would be warranted. Kellie Farster stated that the only remotely controversial element might be that of 
snow drifts reflected in BC-S-16-1-23. Kellie Farster proceeded to explain that there currently is no IBC or IRC 
code requirement that persons proposing new or altered buildings must check the effects of new snow drift loads 
on existing adjacent structures, although it is required in ASCE 7. This issue has been raised in 
connection with “pop-ups” in DC where the new or altered building will be erected to a greater height than the adjoining building, with a potential impact of the snow drift load on the adjoining buildings. This proposal reflects input by both the Structural and Special Inspections TAG and DCRA on this issue. Chris Bailey added that this code change proposal will bolster and give clearer direction on this topic, specifically highlighting sections c and d on the proposal form, and expanding on engineer responsibility in addressing snow drift. This, and remaining proposals, will be discussed in depth and voted on at the February 2021 meeting.
5.   Next Code Development Cycle (2023 DC Construction Codes)
      i.
Publication of Notice to Begin Code Cycle with a 45-Day Comment Period

Danielle Gurkin announced that except for Green, all other 2021 model codes are now available. The Green 
model code may not be available until May/June 2021, or perhaps later.


Danielle Gurkin displayed the aforementioned Notice onscreen and announced that it will be submitted for 
publication in the February 5, 2021 edition of the DC Register, thereby commencing the 45-day comment period. 
The Notice will list each of the available codes and invite the public to submit comments online via the Code 
Change Proposal Form, housed on the DCRA website.

ii.
    Display 2021 Code Change Form for Final Board Approval 

Without any objections to the form and its functionality, Danielle Gurkin will proceed with publishing the form, 
then cataloging comments received in designated folders on Google drive. TAG chairs will then be expected to 
routinely check the folders on their own volition, and as prompted by Danielle Gurkin as comments are received.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              
     iii.
  Discuss Materials Needed by CCCB and TAG Members for Next Code Cycle
a.
Word Version Availability
Per a signed licensing agreement with the ICC, Word documents of the Model Codes will be available for 
   use by 
members of the CCCB, and the chair of the Flood Hazard committee for the explicit 



   purpose of work designated under the purview of these parties during this code development cycle. 
     iv.

Display 2021 Code Change Proposal Log (from Google Drive CCCB folder)


Danielle Gurkin displayed onscreen the outline and location of the 2021 Code Change Proposal log. Using the 
code change proposals submitted by Kellie Farster as an example, Danielle Gurkin demonstrated the relevant 
fields on the form, and provided instructions for completion. Public comments will also be recorded and tracked 
via Google drive. Jason Wright asked for clarification on tracking the routing of public comments forwarded to 
each TAG, and the subsequent naming convention on the proposal log. Marc Fetterman suggested each TAG 
assign amendment numbers to proposals based on the respective code and relevant section before submitting it 
to the CCCB chair. 
    v.

Display Updated Timeline for 2021 Code Development Cycle


Not displayed. Danielle Gurkin will need to make some edits before sharing with group. Upon completion, the 
updated timeline will be housed in the CCCB Google drive folder. Danielle Gurkin encouraged each board 
member to share the timeline with members of their TAG to ensure transparency and productivity. Marc 
Fetterman added that the new timeline aims to provide the CCCB enough time to consider proposals submitted 
by TAGs without creating a backlog.
6.   Administrative & Other Matters

i.
    Introduction of New CCCB Board Member- Chief Mitchell Kannry (FEMS)


Succeeding Tony Falwell is Deputy Fire Chief Mitchell Kannry, from FEMS. Due to a schedule conflict, Chief Kannry was not in attendance, but Assistant Fire Marshal Chief Spencer A. Hamm attended in his stead. Marc Fetterman and 
Danielle Gurkin have vowed to get Chief Kannry caught up on CCCB affairs at his availability, and before the next CCCB board meeting. 

     ii.
 Board Approval of TAG Members


Danielle Gurkin stated that a few new TAG applications had been received since the last board meeting. Action 
taken is recorded below.

Administration & Enforcement- Marc Fetterman, Chair

Members: Luke Lanciano approved as a non-voting member.

Electrical- Garret Whitescarver, Chair

New applicant pending review.


Existing Buildings- Chris Bailey, Chair


Members: Semere Hadera, Michael Mba, Alec Petrillo-Groh

Mechanical, Plumbing & Fuel Gas- Marc Fetterman, Chair  
     Members: Semere Hadera, Alec Petrillo-Groh

Structural & Special Inspections- Kellie Farster, Chair
     Members: Semere Hadera

Flood Hazard Special Committee-Martin Koch, Chair 

Members: Chris Bailey

iii.

TAG Meetings on the Open DC Website


Danielle Gurkin reminded members of the board to advise her, and/or Mamei Willie-Bonglo of scheduled 
meetings so they may be posted on the Open DC website. Meetings may be held via other virtual platforms such 
as 
Microsoft TEAMS. Members of the board may also seek assistance with scheduling the meetings, if 
necessary.
Iv.

CCCB Administrative Support
Danielle Gurkin announced that DCRA is currently pursuing grant funds that will partially be used to hire a contractor to provide part-time administrative support for the CCCB, which will be critically important during the code development cycle. Referrals may be sent to Danielle Gurkin. Additionally, Danielle Gurkin will be meeting with representatives from MOTA (Mayor’s Office of Talent and Appointments) to review term limits for members of the CCCB, and discuss other administrative matters.

v.

Next CCCB Meeting- February 18, 2021
7.  Comments by Board Members and Members of the Public
No comments were made by Board members or members of the public.
8.  Adjournment

The meeting adjourned at 11:28am.
This meeting is governed by the Open Meetings Act. Please address any questions or complaints arising under this meeting to the Office of Open Government at opengovoffice@dc.gov.
1

[image: image1.jpg]