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GOVERNMENT OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

CONSTRUCTION CODES COORDINATING BOARD



REGULAR MEETING
Thursday, December 15, 2022
Video Conference Call 

10:30 am-12:30 pm
MEETING MINUTES
	Members Present
	Board Members Not Present
	DOB Staff Present
	Other Persons Present

	Danielle Gurkin, Chair
	Christopher Bailey
	Ali Alaswadi
	Camila Bailey, Washington City Paper Reporter

	Marc Fetterman, Vice Chair
	Michael Brown
	Helen Hooks
	Kenneth Bland, American Wood Council

	Matt Borger
	
	Lamont McGinnis
	Amy Boyce, IMT

	Joel Causey
	
	
	Taylor Kate Brown, Reusable Media

	Anthony Dale
	
	
	John Catlett, AOBA

	Mitchell Kannry
	
	
	Dr. Donna Cooper, PEPCO 

	Harrison Miller
	
	
	Amethyst Devlin, Johns Hopkins student

	Casey Studhalter
	
	
	Tom DiChristopher, S&P Global Market Intelligence

	Jeff Viano
	
	
	Sarah Edwards, DOEE

	Garrett Whitescarver
	
	
	Wolfgang Hebenstreit, Binderholz

	Jason Wright
	
	
	Eric Jones, AOBA

	
	
	
	Cherylyn Kelley, IMT

	
	
	
	Anica Landreneau, HOK

	
	
	
	Daniel McGee, Redbrick LMD

	
	
	
	Brad McNiff, GHT

	
	
	
	Alexis Neito, PEPCO

	
	
	
	Matthias Paustian, Sierra Club Volunteer

	
	
	
	Katalin Peter, AOBA

	
	
	
	James Pittman, PEPCO

	
	
	
	Anna Reisecker, Binderholz

	
	
	
	Mark Rodeffer, Sierra Club

	
	
	
	Michael Rossi, DC Energy

	
	
	
	Dave Shatz, PEPCO

	
	
	
	Eric Shlegel, WDG Architecture

	
	
	
	Kerry Sutton, American Concrete Institute 

	
	
	
	Markus Tripolt, Binderholz

	
	
	
	Erika Wadlington, DCBIA

	
	
	
	Jacob Wallace, BISNOW Reporter


1.  Preliminary Matters


i.
Call to Order and Roll Call
The meeting was called to order by Danielle Gurkin, Board Chair, at 10:33am. Roll call of Board members and other persons present was initiated by Board Chair Danielle Gurkin. All members and other persons present participated via WebEx video conference.
ii.
Adoption of Meeting Agenda
Danielle Gurkin presented the meeting agenda for the Board’s approval. A motion to adopt the meeting agenda was made by Joel Causey and seconded by Harrison Miller. Without any objections, the agenda was adopted.

iii.
Review and Adoption of Minutes of November 17, 2022, Regular Meeting
Danielle Gurkin presented the meeting minutes from the November 17, 2022, Board Meeting for the Board’s approval. The meeting minutes were approved unanimously upon motion made by Joel Causey and seconded by Harrison Miller. Without any objections, the minutes were adopted.
2.  Code Change Proposals for Reconsideration
The following code change proposals were presented for a vote:
	Amendment No.
	Code/Section
	CCCB Presentation
	Procedural History
	CCCB Action & Date 

	ECC-En-9-2-23
	9.1.1; 9.4.1; 9.4.4; 9.4.1.5
	7/21/22
	8/18/22 – Deferred; 9/15/22 – Deferred; 10/20/22 – Deferred;

11/17/22 – Deferred 

12/15/22 – Deferred
	

	ECC-En-12-2-23
	Chapter 12
	7/21/22
	 8/18/22 – Deferred;

 9/15/22 – Deferred;

 10/20/22 – Deferred;          

 11/17/22 – Deferred 

12/15/22 – Deferred
	

	ECC-En-Appendix G-2-23
	G2.2; G3.1
	7/21/22
	8/18/22 – Deferred; 9/15/22 – Deferred; 

10/20/22 – Deferred;

11/17/22 – Deferred

12/15/22 – Deferred
	

	PC-M-10-5-23


	1003.3.7.1
	3/17/22
	4/21/22 – Deferred; 5/19/22 – Deferred; 6/16/22 – Deferred; 7/21/22 – Deferred; 8/18/22 – Deferred; 9/15/22 – Deferred;

10/20/22 – Deferred;

11/17/22 – Deferred

12/15/22 – Deferred
	

	ECC-R-2-4-23


	R202, R401, R404, Table R406
	12/16/21
	1/20/22 – Deferred; 2/17/22 – Deferred; 3/17/22 – Deferred; 4/21/22 – Deferred; 5/19/22 – Deferred; 6/16/22 – Deferred; 7/21/22 – Deferred;

8/18/22 – Deferred; 9/15/22 – Deferred; 

10/20/22 – Deferred;

11/17/22 – Deferred
12/15/22 – Deferred 
	

	ECC-R-4-2-23
	R403.6.2
	12/16/22
	1/20/22 – Deferred; 2/17/22 – Deferred; 3/17/22 – Deferred; 4/21/22 – Deferred; 5/19/22 – Deferred; 6/16/22 – Deferred; 7/21/22 – Deferred;

8/18/22 – Deferred; 9/15/22 – Deferred;

10/20/22 – Deferred; 

11/17/22 – Deferred 
12/15/22 – Deferred
	

	RC-R-Appendix Q-1-23


	Appendix Q
	6/16/22
	7/21/22 – Deferred;

8/18/22 – Deferred; 9/15/22 – Deferred;

10/20/22 – Deferred; 11/17/22 – Deferred

12/15/22 – Deferred
	

	BC-B-Appendix H-1-23
	Appendix H
	9/15/22
	10/20/22 – Deferred; 11/17/22 – Deferred

12/15/22 – Deferred
	


ECC-En-9-2-23

Proposal was deferred.
ECC-En-12-2-23

Proposal was deferred.
ECC-En-Appendix G-2-23

Proposal was deferred.
PC-M-10-5-23

Proposal was deferred.

ECC-R-2-4-23

Proposal was deferred.
ECC-R-4-2-23

Proposal was deferred.
RC-R-Appendix Q-1-23

Proposal was deferred.
BC-B-Appendix H-1-23
Proposal was deferred.
3.  Pepco Discussion on Building Electrification 
Dr. Donna Cooper, PEPCO Region President, began her remarks by addressing a December 14 letter sent by PEPCO regarding the full electric new construction proposal being considered by the Board. She noted that the letter underscores that PEPCO commits to partnering with the District in climate change efforts and decarbonization and that PEPCO does not object to the proposal. She went on to say that PEPCO sees no need for a further study of the subject in order to make a decision. She notes that PEPCO wants to partner to understand the localized impacts to the grid.

Joel Causey highlighted the confusion from PEPCO’s correspondence. He expressed concern about PEPCO’s energy resources and their plan to accommodate fully electric buildings in the future. 

Matt Borger inquired about PEPCO’s ability and resilience to support full electric upgrades in new construction and new building renovations. He also inquired about whether the end-user or the building owner will be responsible for cost. Donna Cooper responded that cost, services are heavily evaluated by the Public Service Commission since they are a public utility company. She indicated that cost will not be advanced onto the customer and PEPCO is concerned about affordability. Related to the resilience of PEPCO’s infrastructure, Dr. Cooper emphasized the interest to cooperate in the building planning process in order to expand resilience.

Dave Shatz added more information on programs proposed by PEPCO that will give direct incentives to commercial and residential customers to accommodate electric devices and meet the District’s goal. He emphasized PEPCO’s commitment to working to bring down the cost so that customers are not impacted. He noted incentives that have been proposed by PEPCO and expects that implementation of rebates and incentives will be moved forward by PEPCO to meet the demand of full electrification. 

Danielle Gurkin read a question from the chat that asks about PEPCO’s mention at the previous meeting of a study PEPCO expected to be conducted. Dr. Cooper answered that PEPCO has stepped back from it being called a study and instead PEPCO is continuing to evaluate and analyze their capabilities as it relates to the power grid. 

Alexis Neito from PEPCO provided clarification that PEPCO’s request of building-specific location, and geographically specific locations help them in that analysis of efficient building and better affordability for customers. 

Matt Borger inquired about transportation electric capacity. He asked about the requirement of Level 2 charging stations in parking garages and spaces and if PEPCO has any concerns. Dave Shatz advised that a plan of that size would be thought about before hand and the system would be adjusted to accommodate. From a building perspective, he noted that restrictions can be put in place if the capacity cannot maintain the power load. Alexi Neito added that from an engineering perspective notes that street charging would be more problematic and would require more planning from PEPCO to determine where to build out. She also advised that EV Maps are publicly available. 

Matthias Paustian offered the comment that he thanks PEPCO’s clear statement in support of the electrification proposals by the District. He inquired about PEPCO’s distribution charges that differ seasonally. Dr. Cooper advised that rates are based on a technical process and offers to follow up with Matthias.

Casey Studhalter asked for clarification on the capacity of PEPCO to handle an upgrade to the power grid that would allow for electrification in new construction. Dr. Cooper responded that PEPCO has no objections to the proposals and that PEPCO does not believe that new studies are needed. She noted that PEPCO concern is the process and its’ ability to plan and inform the system of the needs for full electrification.

Anthony Dale offered the comment he believes more action is needed to be put into place before the proposal to be reconsidered again so soon. Dr. Cooper advised that PEPCO is constantly responsive to changes and upgrades that require attention. She noted that this measure is a bigger task but PEPCO is prepared to accommodate a fully electric upgrade to the grid. Alexis Neito added that there will be short and long-term needs and the sooner long-term needs present themselves the better PEPCO will be able to plan. Dave Shatz highlighted the DC Electrification Study that found the load growth of over the last 50 years has been managed through forecasting, planning and implementation. He continued that PEPCO expects to be able to manage the electrification upgrade.
Matt Borger inquired about where the burden of cost of electrification for an entire neighborhood will placed. Dr. Cooper advises that charges are socialized across the entire rate base. Dave Shatz added that tariffs effect the cost distribution. He adds that PEPCO’s plans of incentives and rebate have been thought of to offset the cost on the customer. 

Joel Causey expressed concern of load capacity in Southeast DC and asks for more clarity on PEPCO’s plan on these known areas. Dr. Cooper advised that PEPCO’s planning is not day-to-day, and they are aware of long-term infrastructure upgrades that are necessary in those areas. Alexis Neito added that a part of PEPCO’s planning is making targeted investments that meet customers’ needs and keep services affordable.  
Anica Landreneau asked about the contribution of energy to grid. She asks for comment on PEPCO’s ability to meet the Clean Energy DC Omnibus Act requirement to eliminate fossil fuel usage by 2032 and inquired about PEPCO’s differing response to smart vehicle charging upgrades and new construction electrification. Dr. Cooper advised that PEPCO needs the market to expand in order to meet the direction of the District and commits PEPCO is working to procure available resources. Dave Shatz added that the power load between vehicle and building electrification needs have no difference in planning but may have a different capacity need. Alexis Neito added that whether its building or transportation, PEPCO sees it as a new business load that requires planning and preparation.

Jason Wright thanked PEPCO for clarifying their position. He continued that he believes the Board should be less worried about the cost and more tasked with harmonizing the building code with the Council’s legislation. 

Marc Fetterman thanked Dr. Cooper and the present PEPCO staff on their clarification and availability for questioning. He noted PEPCO’s historical role in sub-committees regarding Electrical and Energy codes and invites PEPCO to participate in upcoming meetings. 
4.  Binderholz Presentation on Structural Components & Houston Fire Test Findings

Markus Tripolt of Research and Development at Binderholz presented. He presented the findings of fire tests on two separate glue systems: Henkel HB-S (European standard) and Henkel HB-X. Henkel HB-X was found to be fire resistant whereas Henkel HB-S was not. He also showed the results of the fire tests based on gaps between wall and ceiling less than 0.5 mm.

Joel Causey advised that the presentation relates to the Mass Timber presentation by Kenneth Bland at the last CCCB meeting. He noted that Binderholz is a leader in mass timber around the world. He noted the charring ratio mentioned explains what happens before and after fires. He also stated that the tests by Binderholz show that expertise is needed to consider code changes related to the increase in mass timber projects in the District. 
5. Administrative & Other Matters

i. Danielle Gurkin Resignation

Danielle Gurkin announced that she will be leaving the DC Department of Buildings, as Legislative Director and CCCB Chair, at the end of this year to take a job with the DC Public Service Commission.  She expressed appreciation for the work of the CCCB and said that her replacement had not yet been selected.  Many Board members expressed gratitude for how well-run the meetings have been under her leadership.  Lamont McGinnis will continue with his role of supporting the Board.
ii. Nomination of CCCB Vice Chair

Joel Causey made motion to nominate Marc Fetterman as Vice Chair of the CCCB. Seconded by Jason Wright. Marc Fetterman was voted to be Vice Chair of CCCB.

iii. TAG meetings on the Open DC Website
Danielle Gurkin reminded each TAG chair to continue notifying Helen Hooks and her of any planned meetings at least 2 business days in advance, so that the information can be posted on the Open DC website. 


iv.
Next CCCB Meeting- January 19, 2023
6.  Comments by Board Members and Members of the Public
Joel Causey inquired about the creation of a mass timber committee that was mentioned previously. Garret Whitescarver advised that a committee has not yet been formed. Joel expressed his interest in nominating Garrett to Chair the committee. Danielle advised that a formal nomination doesn’t have to be made to create a committee. Garrett noted he will get in contact with interested parties to begin the process of forming the committee.  Jason Wright asked to be part of the committee, too.
Jason Wright asked about a path to bring provisions in the 2021 and 2024 ICC Codes forward without waiting for the DC Construction Code amendments to the 2021 ICC Codes to be adopted. Garrett advised the more formal method would be to amend the 2017 DC Construction Code simultaneously while offering code changes to the 2021 ICC Codes. 

Marc Fetterman offered the comment that in the past the Board has passed similar amendments for the current and future DC Construction Codes.  The Department of Buildings and the Mayor’s Office would then need to agree to support changes to the current codes. He also highlighted the potential introduction of proposals that incorporate a more sustainable refrigerant named A2L. 

Members of the public who were in attendance were allowed to participate freely during the meeting.  No additional comments were made by members of the public.
7.  Adjournment
Meeting was adjourned at 11:58am.
This meeting is governed by the Open Meetings Act. Please address any questions or complaints arising under this meeting to the Office of Open Government at opengovoffice@dc.gov.
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