MAYOR’S OFFICE ON ASIAN AND PACIFIC ISLANDER AFFAIRS

COMMISSION ON ASIAN AND PACIFIC ISLANDER COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
February 15, 2023 6:30 PM
441 4th Street, NW Room 721 North

Washington, DC 20001

Conference Call
Conference call: 1-877-787-5492

Participant Password: 9401470

Confirmation Number: 7981972
Agenda

A. Call to Order (2 minutes) 
B. Introductions (2 minutes)
a. Commissioners

b. MOAPIA Staff 
C. Quorum (2 minutes) 
D. Approval of Agenda (2 minutes) 
E. Presentation: Dr. Adrienne Poon, OCA-DC (15 Minutes) 

F. Executive Reports and Business Items (10 minutes total)
a. Director’s Report, Ben de Guzman, MOAPIA 
b. Questions and Answers
G. Sub-Committee updates (5 minutes)
a. Pacific Islander Task Force
b. National network of AAPI local agencies

c. AAPI Elected Officials

H. Miscellaneous Items (15 minutes)
a. Timeline for Awards at AAPI Heritage Month
b. Brainstorm for Awardees
I. Meeting Adjournment (5 minutes)
Questions:

Ben Takai, Vice Chair, BenTakai@dcbc.dc.gov
Jennifer Hara, Secretary, Jennifer.hara@dcbc.dc.gov 
Ben de Guzman, MOAPIA, ben.deguzman@dc.gov 
communityaffairs.dc.gov/moapia
Call to Order

Chair Adhikari called the meeting to order at 6:34 PM

Introduction of Commissioners and Quorum – quorum was present. 

Commissioners In Attendance

Niranjan Adhikari (by phone)
Ben Takai (by phone)

Jennifer Hara

Krishna Godiwala (by phone)

Dana Tai-Soon Burgess (by phone)

Karen Kwok (by phone)

Artisha Naidu (by phone)

(Not present: Jennifer Anderson, Sina Uipi, and Jeffrey Duong Le)

MOAPIA Staff in Attendance

Ben de Guzman, Director

Lavau Nalu, Public Information Officer

Guests

Dr. Adrienne Poon, OCA-DC
Approval of Agenda – Commissioner Tai-Soon Burgess moved to approve the agenda. Commissioner Hara seconded and the motion passed. 

Presentation by Dr. Poon
Commissioner Kwok introduced Dr. Adrienne Poon. Dr. Poon spoke about the OCA convention and the 50th anniversary of the organization. The convention is July 12-16 in DC. There will be youth tracks for high school and college students. There will also be a day on the Hill and the gala dinner is Saturday, July 15. The convention is taking place at the Capital Hilton and they are expecting between 500-1,000 people.
Dr. Poon is a professor at GWU and did her masters at Temple looking at health disparaties in the AAPI community. She is hoping to bring various disaggregated partners together from the biomedical department at GWU and the AAPI community here in DC, including MOAPIA. Dr. Poon asked what information would be useul to the community. 
Director de Guzman mentioned that we are trying to organize and coordinate with some of the state level AAPI organizations to participate and come to DC in July. Dr. Poon would be willing to help coordinate this with OCA. The health disparity issue is an important one and Dr. Poon mentioned that she is starting to work with Dr. LaQuandra Nesbitt, who is now with the new Center for Population Health Sciences and Health Equity, part of its School of Medicine and Health Sciences at GWU. Dr. Nesbitt was most previously the Director of Health for the DC Government. Director de Guzman recommended taking this to the Commission’s Health Equity Task Force during next week’s meeting to determine next steps. 

Executive Reports and Business Items

Director de Guzman gave his Director’s report. He thanks Lavau for gathering all of the data for the report, which is a huge undertaking. Key highlights are the Performance Oversight hearing on January 31, the Open House with the Mayor’s Office of Veteran’s Affairs on February 2, and the Senior Budget Tele Townhall on February 8, where over 40 Chinese senior citizens participated. Lastly, Director de Guzman mentioned the Lunar New Year parade and thanked the Commissioners who were able to join us. Additionally, he wanted to make sure to acknowledge the two shootings that happened the night before and later that day. 
There are still five open positions on the Commission. Please refer potential candidates to Director de Guzman. 

Director de Guzman thanks Commissioner Anderson for sharing with the Commission about the incident at Cookie’s Corner, where physical assault incidents happened on February 1. He also visited the business to let the know about the resources that are available from the DC Government. 

Director de Guzman mentioned that there is not a lot on the calendar coming up for visibility and getting feedback from the community. The next opportunities will be the budget oversight hearings.  The Chinatown community walk has been postponed to Spring this year, when the weather improves. 

Director de Guzman brought up the issue of safety for the community and the offline conversations via text and email among the Commissioners. Commissioner Godiwala shared the idea of the community outreach that the MOWPI previously hosted. Director de Guzman mentioned the team at Hope Fest that MOAPIA had worked with previously and the Asian chefs against AAPI hate as potential ideas for community outreach activities. Commissioner Godiwala mentioned DVRP as a community group doing work in the community around domestic violence. Director de Guzman suggested to continue this planning during the Racial Equity task force meeting next week. 
Sub-Committee Updates

· Pacific Islander Task Force – This Task Force has not been meeting regularly but now that Lavau is on-board this Task Force should be reinvigorated. Lavau said that the Australian and New Zealand embassies are planning on bringing back the Pacific Islander Night event. Commissioner Naidu asked to join this Task Force and the meeting next Tuesday. 
· National Network of AAPI Local Agencies – Director de Guzman is scheduling a call with Director Moritsugu and Crystal (??) to reconvene the National Network. 
· AAPI Elected Officials – Movement on getting a DC school holiday for Diwali and Director de Guzman is also hoping to convene this group again soon in person. 

Miscellaneous Items

· Timeline for Awards at AAPI Heritage Month – Candidate nominations are due Monday, March 20. Director de Guzman will follow up with the missing information about the awards, criteria, and former awardees. 
The next meeting is Wednesday, March 15.

Move to Adjourn: Commissioner Hara, Second by Commissioner Tai-Soon Burgess 
Adjourned 7:45 pm
