
Government of the District of Columbia

Commission on Asian and Pacific Islander Community Development
Wednesday, July 19, 2017 at 6:30pm

Mayor’s Office on Asian and Pacific Islander Affairs
441 4th St NW, Suite 721 North

Washington, DC
· Welcome/Introductions

· Meeting was opened by Vice-Chair/Secretary Ben Takai

· Commissioners offered introductions.  In attendance:  

· CAPIA

· Ben Takai; Meina Banh; Easten Law; Kishan Putta; KJ Bagchi; Greg Cendana; Martha Watanabe; John Tinpe;  

· MOAPIA 

· Phuong Nguyen

· Mayor’s Office on Community Affairs

· Charlotte Flournoy

· Update from MOAPIA

· Phuong Nguyen updated the commission on several MOAPIA events which included:
· Tai Chi

· Tai Chi every Thursday morning from 8:00 am – 9:00 am

· Starting July 29th, MOAPIA will add a Saturday tai chi session from 10:45 am – 11:45 am

· Upcoming Monday evening fitness sessions:

· July 14: Barre with Pure Barre

· July 31: Yoga with BeHereNow Yoga

· Movie Nights

· Over 182 attendees came out for the screening of Moana on July 12th 

· The next movie night will take place on August 16 from 8:00 pm – 10:00 pm. MOAPIA will be screening Lion. 

· Mobile Market

· In partnership with Arcadia Farms, MOAPIA offers a Mobile Market every Wednesday between 10:00 am – 12:00 pm in front of Wah Luck House. The market accepts federal food assistance.
· Small Business Technical Assistance

· MOAPIA currently supports 49 AAPI-owned businesses in all 8 wards by assisting them to apply for government programs (including the Façade Program and the Private Security Camera System Incentive Program) and liquor and business licenses.
· Summer Youth Employment
· MOAPIA successfully registered 19 AAPI businesses/organizations to serve as host employers for SYEP program participants
· MPD Beat the Streets
· MOAPIA will interact with community members and distribute outreach materials. This is an opportunity for members of the community to experience the lighter side of the police department while enjoying dancing, free food and fun. The next event will take place on July 19th from 2:00 pm to 7:30 pm in Ward 5.  
· Commissioner Putta testifying before the D.C. Council concerning harassment

· Commissioner Putta testified before the council judiciary committee focusing on a bill targeting street harassment based on race/religion/sexual orientation. This would expand the definition of incidents of bias to verbal and street harassment to protect vulnerable and minority communities. 
· Commissioner Putta also mentioned that Councilmember Cheh introduced a resolution to include a Muslim liaison unit for the MPD as there are specialized units right now that serve as liaisons to the LGBT, Hispanic, Asian, and Deaf communities. 
· Introducing DC Youth to APIA culture

· The commission is continuing to facilitate the relationship with the Japanese embassy who has graciously organized tours for local DC youth participating in the Peace-Thru-Culture summer program.

· Chinatown Business Community

· Commissioner Tinpe was approached by developers who would like to develop 507-517 H St NW into high rise apartments. He went on further to detail that the local historic society would make moves to block that move based on height restrictions.

· Miscellaneous Questions
· Commissioner Putta suggested reopening the Ajay K. Ojha award. 

· Discussion concluded with opening the possibility for announcements earlier to make sure that the community had ample time to put forth acceptable candidates. Commissioner Watanabe offered to draft language to notify the community
· Commissioner Banh inquired to the group about the grants that are being developed and released next week.

· Ms. Nguyen responded that the current projects being funded include but are not limited to education, safety, and youth employment. Current funding benefits 9 organizations all of which are AAPI focused.

· Next Commission Meeting: TBD Survey Monkey will be sent out by Commissioner Takai to establish a regular occurring meeting.
Questions:

Chair: John Tinpe, John.Tinpe@dcbc.dc.gov


Vice Chair and Secretary: Ben Takai, btakai@gmail.com
http://apia.dc.gov
Next Meeting

TBD

