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BOARD OF VETERINARY MEDICINE

MAY 21, 2026
9:30AM - 10:30AM

OPEN SESSION
MEETING AGENDA

HYBRID MEETING NOTICE

In-person meetings will resume in FY 2024, meeting dates can be found on the Board’s webpage.
In-person meetings will be at 2201 Shannon Place SE, 2" Floor, Washington, DC 20020.
Information on how to access the public portion of the meeting virtually is listed below:

This meeting is available by web:

https://dcnet.webex.com/dcnet/j.php?MTID=meaac4d7d4904dd32c60e11d87ee69c30

This meeting is available by phone:

Call in Number:

+1-202-860-2110 United States Toll (Washington D.C.)

1-650-479-3208 Call-in toll number (US/Canada)
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BOARD MEMBERSHIP / ATTENDANCE:

BOARD MEMBERS:

DANIEL TEICH, DVM — CHAIRPERSON

SOPHIE KINDBERG-HANLON, BVetMed PGCertSAS MRCVS — BOARD
MEMBER
Vacancy

AMY HAYWOOD, LVT — VETERINARY TECHNICIAN BOARD MEMBER

BLAIR ZERVOS — CONSUMER MEMBER

STAFF MEMBERSHIP / ATTENDANCE:

STAFF MEMBERS:
AYANNA BENNETT, MD, MSPH, FAAP — DIRECTOR

J. SAM HURLEY, MPH, EMPS, NRP — SENIOR DEPUTY DIRECTOR
AISHA NIXON, MPT, CPM — ASSOCIATE DIRECTOR

VITO DELVENTO, DVM, MS — EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

JOY MCFARLANE-MILLS, BS, CPM, ILAM — PROGRAM MANAGER
WHITNEY MOORE — INVESTIGATOR

SAHAR MAJID — HEALTH LICENSING SPECIALIST

LEGAL STAFF / ATTENDANCE:

LEGAL STAFF MEMBERS:
ED RICH, ESQ — BOARD ATTORNEY

KERA JOHNSON — LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS SPECIALIST

WARNER DIXON — POLICY ANALYST
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BOARD OF VETERINARY MEDICINE
OPEN SESSION AGENDA MAY 21, 2026

CALL TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL

0S-0521-01 INTRODUCTIONS

A. CALLTO ORDER

B. PRESIDING
C. BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT
i Dr. Dan Teich
iii. Sophie Kindberg-Hanlon
iii. ~Amy Haywood
iv. Blair Zervos
D. QUORUM

E. STAFF PRESENT
i Ayanna Bennett
ii. Sam Hurley
iiii. Aisha Nixon
iv. Dr. Vito DelVento
v. Joy Mc Farlane
vi. Sahar Majid
Vii. Whitney Moore
viii. Ed Rich
ix. Kera Johnson
X. Warner Dixon

F. PUBLICATTENDANCE

0S-0521-02 Board Action:

Acceptance of May 21, 2026 Open Session agenda.

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________|
BOARD OF VETERINARY MEDICINE MEETING AGENDA
MAY 21, 2026



DC HEALTH

GOVERNMENT OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 5t GOVERNMENT OF THE
=—=DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
Health Systems & Preparedness
y P DCMURIEL BOWSER, MAYOR

Administration

MINUTES AND STAFF REPORTS

0S-0521-03 APPROVAL OF OPEN SESSION MINUTES:

Board Action:

Consideration of Open Session minutes from March 26, 2026 meeting.

0S-0521-04  OPEN SESSION CONSENT AGENDA:

0S-0521-05 | SENIOR DEPUTY REPORT:

0S-0521-06 = ASSOCIATE DIRECTOR’S REPORT:

0S-0521-07 EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT

Census
Veterinarians

e Active Licenses: 518
e Renewed: 347

e New Applications Under Review: 23
e Expired: 115

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________|
BOARD OF VETERINARY MEDICINE MEETING AGENDA
MAY 21, 2026



DC HEALTH

GOVERNMENT OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 5t GOVERNMENT OF THE
=—=DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
Health Systems & Preparedness
y P DCMURIEL BOWSER, MAYOR

Administration
Veterinary Technicians

e Active Certifications: 60
e Under Review: 03

0S-0521-08  ANIMAL SERVICES PROGRAM REPORT (ASP)

ONLINE DOG LICENSING APPLICATIONS

DC Health, Health Regulation and Licensing Administration (HRLA) is
excited to announce the opening of our new online dog licensing system. All
dog owners in the District are required to submit their dog registration or
renewal applications by going to the below link and submitting an online
application.

https://dchealth.force.com/animalservices/s/login/?ec=302&startURL=%2
Fanimalservices%2Fs%2F

0S-0521-09 A BOARD CHAIRPERSON’S REPORT

0S-0521-10 BOARD COUNSELOR’S REPORT

Commercial animal facility regulations

Maryland Criminal Code on Animals

AAVSB telehealth regulations

Revision — Telemedicine regulations for veterinarians
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0S-0521-11 Vet Tech Regulation — Scope of Practice

Follow-up Memo from VEG Employees

0S-0521-12  ADOPTION OF NEW CHARACTER REFERENCE FORM FOR APPLICANTS

Board Action:

The Board will review the proposed Character Reference Form and
determine whether to adopt it.

Background:

The current Veterinary Reference Form lacks detail, requiring only the
names and contact information of the applicant’s professional referees. To
gain deeper insight into an applicant’s professional character, a new, more
comprehensive form—modeled after the Board of Medicine's version—has
been developed. The Board is now tasked with deciding whether to
implement this updated form.

Update: On July 17, 2025, Board decided to table the item for future review.

0S-0521-13 COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC

0S-0521-14  HOUSEKEEPING

Future Board meeting dates:

e July 16, 2026 (Virtual)
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e September 17,2026 (Virtual)
e November 19, 2026 (In-Person)

0S-0521-15  INTERNATIONAL COUNCIL FOR VETERINARY ASSESSMENT (ICVA) UPDATES -
Yl

ICVA Assessment Development Committee

The ICVA is putting out a call for nominations for four (4) open positions on
the Assessment Development Committee (ADC) with the term beginning in
June 2026. The open positions are for experts in the Bovine-Dairy, Exotic
Companion Animal, Poultry, and Small Ruminant areas. Nominees should
have knowledge and experience with one of these areas in the context of
private clinical practice and/or practice of veterinary medicine at accredited
veterinary schools.

2026 Grant Opportunity: Veterinary Assessment Research

The ICVA grant program, overseen by the ICVA Academic Veterinary
Assessment Committee (AVAC) on behalf of the ICVA Board of Directors, is
pleased to announce the 2026 grant program. As approved by the ICVA
Board of Directors at their January 2026 meeting, the program can now
provide annually up to three (3) grant award opportunities of $40,000
USD (an increase from $10,000 USD).

PROGRAM DATES:

June 30: Deadline for letter of intent

August 1: Invitation to submit full proposal

October 30: Deadline for submission of full proposal
January 2027: Applicants notified of awards

2026 Grant Program Overview
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0S-0521-16 = AVMA UPDATES — FYI

Federal Advocacy Highlights

1. AVMA & SAVMA Push for Action on Xylazine and Rural Veterinary
Workforce

Over 120 veterinary professionals traveled to Washington, D.C., meeting
with nearly 150 congressional offices. Their priorities:

e Protect veterinary access to xylazine, an essential sedative.

e Support recruitment and retention of veterinarians in rural and
underserved communities.

2. Combating lllicit Xylazine Act

The veterinary community is urging Congress to pass this bill, which aims
to:

e Give law enforcement tools to address illicit xylazine use tied to the
opioid crisis.

e Preserve legal, veterinary access to prescription xylazine. AVMA
President Dr. Michael Bailey recently emphasized these points in an
Agri-Pulse op-ed.

3. Former AVMA Vice President Testifies Before Senate

Dr. Gary Brown spoke before the U.S. Senate Small Business and
Entrepreneurship Committee, highlighting:

e The veterinary profession’s economic importance.
e The need to strengthen the rural veterinary workforce.

e The urgency of maintaining access to xylazine.

State Advocacy Updates

The AVMA and state VMAs are tracking legislation on licensure,

noneconomic damages, telemedicine, and the VCPR. Key developments
include:
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Licensure

¢ Indiana: Enacted reciprocity for out-of-state applicants.

e Connecticut: Proposed temporary permits for internationally trained
graduates.

e Colorado: Introduced a bill to expedite licensure by endorsement
and create a drug donation program.

Noneconomic Damages

e Rhode Island: Proposed allowing up to $7,500 in noneconomic
damages for intentional or negligent harm to pets.

Telemedicine

e Georgia: Proposed restricting telemedicine without a VCPR to
veterinarians only.

e West Virginia: Introduced a bill removing the annual in-person visit
requirement for telemedicine.

Advocacy Engagement
AVMA Congressional Advocacy Network (CAN)

Members can now sign up for text alerts to stay informed and take action
quickly.

Top CAN Campaigns
1. Protect Veterinary Access to Xylazine

Support the Combating lllicit Xylazine Act to address public health risks
while ensuring veterinarians retain access to this critical sedative.

2. Strengthen the Rural Veterinary Workforce
The Rural Veterinary Workforce Act aims to:
e Address shortages in high-need areas.

e Reduce the burden of student loan debt for veterinarians serving

rural communities.

AVMA-championed xylazine legislation moves forward in Congress

On March 26, the U.S. Senate Judiciary Committee advanced the

Combating lllicit Xylazine Act with an overwhelmingly strong bipartisan vote.
|
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Strongly endorsed by the AVMA, the bill now goes to the full Senate for
consideration.

Recent US Supreme Court rulings and the VCPR

The U.S. Supreme Court recently made two decisions on speech and
conduct. First, in March, it issued a decision in Chiles v. Salazar dealing with
First Amendment rights generally, and then in April, it denied a petition to
review the 5th Circuit Court of Appeals decision in Hines v. Pardue, which
dealt with a First Amendment challenge to the VCPR in Texas as applied to a
single veterinarian. Read more...

State Advocacy Update

The AVMA is working with state VMAs on legislation concerning the
midlevel position, telemedicine, the veterinarian-client-patient relationship
(VCPR), noneconomic damages, loan repayment programs, and much more.

For more details and to see what’s happening on the state level at any
time, see the monthly State Legislative Update.

0S-0521-17  AAVSB UPDATES — FYI

VAULT Price Increases for 2026

The AAVSB Board of Directors has approved updated pricing for 2026.
VAULT Basic will increase by $5, while VAULT Premium will see a larger
increase—now $260 per destination for veterinarians and $220 for
veterinary technicians, effective February 17.

VAULT Primary Source Transcripts

Many licensees already have verified transcripts stored in the VIVA
database, which count as primary source documents. However, some
jurisdictions still require transcripts to be sent directly from the issuing
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school or transcript service. Because of this, VAULT Premium packets will no
longer include transcripts for those jurisdictions.

Licensees will now need to pay for any additional transcript copies if a
board does not accept the AAVSB-verified version in VIVA—costs that AAVSB
previously covered.

Boards that want faster processing and automatic delivery of primary
source transcripts through VAULT Premium are encouraged to contact the
VAULT Team at viva@aavsh.org or 816.931.1504 ext. 288.

Annual Meeting & Conference Registration Opens May 1

Registration for the AAVSB's Annual Meeting & Conference (AMC) opens
on May 1. This year, AMC will be September 23-26 in Providence, Rhode
Island.

Affiliate Member Roundtable - May 13

The AAVSB is hosting a collaborative roundtable discussion designed for
Member Board Executive Directors, Registrars, and Affiliate Members.
This roundtable provides a forum to discuss challenges and unique
opportunities faced by veterinary regulators.

Call for Resolutions Reminder

Resolutions are reserved for important and complex issues that require
greater formality and advance notice than a standard motion. Member
Boards, Standing Committees of the AAVSB, and the Board of Directors may
submit Resolutions. Please submit proposed Resolutions by April 28, 2026,
to resolutions@aavsb.org. A copy of passed Resolutions is attached for your
review.

2026-2027 Call for Nominations Open

Nominations for the 2026-2027 term are open! Now is the time for
interested Member Board Members or Affiliate Members to start the
nomination process.

The following positions are open for the 2026-2027 nomination term:

e President-Elect
e Treasurer
I
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e Director (3 open positions)
e Nominating Committee Member
e AAVSB Representative to the ICVA - Licensed Veterinarian

Nominations are due May 28, 2026.

Bylaws Update
The Bylaws & Resolution Committee is reviewing proposed Bylaws

amendments and expects to have the packet available to Member Board
Members and Affiliate Members no later than the May 28 deadline.

Model Documents

The AAVSB Regulatory Policy Committee (RPC) has completed a draft for
the 5-year review of the following topic:

e Standards of Practice and Facility Model Regulation

The RPC requests that Executive Directors and Registrars ensure
distribution of the attached model document to their board volunteers for
robust feedback. Feedback may be submitted as a board or as individuals.
Feedback is due September 1, 2026 and should be submitted through this
form.

Help shape the future of the NAVLE

The International Council for Veterinary Assessment (ICVA) is conducting a
practice analysis study of veterinarians to update the content of the North
American Veterinary Licensing Examination® (NAVLE®). The purpose of the
study is to validate the core knowledge areas that are essential for a
minimally proficient, day-one ready, general mixed animal veterinarian.

0S-0521-18 =~ AAVMC UPDATES - FYI

SOC Spotlight: Innovative Learning Experiences

AAVMC highlights new Spectrum of Care (SOC) learning experiences that
help educators teach and assess SOC competencies. Examples include
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SOC-focused clinical rotations, communication exercises, longitudinal
clerkships, targeted assessments, and self-paced online tools. Each example
includes logistics, challenges, and solutions to support curriculum
integration.

VetEd AAVMC 2026: Building the Future Together

Registration will open soon for VetEd AAVMC 2026, held June 3-5 at the
University of Wisconsin—-Madison. The conference—guided by the theme “It
Takes a Village”—brings together educators at all career stages to
collaborate and innovate in veterinary teaching.

VMCAS Now Open

The 2026-2027 VMCAS application cycle is officially open for prospective
veterinary students.

Save the Date

The Primary Care Veterinary Educators Symposium (PCVE 2026) will take
place October 19-22, with registration opening midsummer.

Kathryn Meurs Begins Term as AAVMC President and Board Chair

An esteemed leader, researcher, and educator in veterinary medicine,
Meurs brings a wealth of experience to her new role. She joined NCSU as
Associate Dean for Research and Graduate Students in 2011. Before that she
served on the faculty of the colleges of veterinary medicine at Washington
State University and The Ohio State University.

Catalyze 2026 Features Innovation and Forward-Thinking in Veterinary

Medical Education

Catalyze 2026 drew nearly 400 participants from around the world for
three days of collaboration, innovation, and forward-thinking in veterinary
medical education. This year’s event introduced new opportunities for
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creative conversation and bold ideas aimed at addressing the field’s most
complex challenges.

AAVMC and Zoetis Foundation Announce 2026 Scholarship Recipients

AAVMC is pleased to announce the recipients of two scholarships,
generously supported by the Zoetis Foundation.

Jacob Berrocal is a DVM/PhD candidate at the Oregon State University
Gary R. Carlson, MD, College of Veterinary Medicine.

Daniel Delap is a first-year student in the DVM/PhD program at the
University of lllinois College of Veterinary Medicine.

0S-0521-19 | Brandywine Valley SPCA — Washington DC UPDATES — FYI

March 2026 Newsletter
April 2026 Newsletter

0S-0521-20  LEGISLATIVE/REGULATIONS
PDMP

DC Health Fiscal Year 2027 Budget Oversight

* The Mayor released the proposed FY 2027 budget on April 10" and
hosted a presentation about it that same day to the Council.

o You can find information about the proposed Fiscal Year 2027
budget here.

* DC Health’s had its Budget Oversight hearing on March 28" (public
witnesses) and then May 4™ (DC Health Director and leadership).
During the hearing there were many topics raised including food
access, animal services, and school health services.
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Veterinarian Regulations

https://dcregs.dc.gov/Common/DCMR/Rulelist.aspx?ChapterNum=17-
28&Chapterld=699

Veterinary Technician Regulations

https://dcregs.dc.gov/Common/DCMR/Rulelist.aspx?ChapterNum=17-
112&Chapterld=3904

Veterinary Euthanasia Technician Regulations

https://dcregs.dc.gov/Common/DCMR/Rulelist.aspx?ChapterNum=17-
111&Chapterld=3903

The new Veterinary Technician and Euthanasia Technicians regulations
became effective Friday, August 6, 2021. At this time, the DC Department of
Health will not be issuing registrations until the process is in place.

The Department of Health is currently creating the platform by which
individuals can submit an application for registration as either a Veterinary
Technician or a Veterinary Euthanasia Technician. Once the platform is
available, there will be a grace period for which individuals will need to come
into full compliance.

VETERINARY TECHNICIAN LICENSURE REQUIREMENTS

DC Vet Tech Communication Material.pdf

11202 EDUCATIONAL REQUIREMENTS

11202.1 Except as otherwise provided in this chapter, an applicant
for veterinary technician certification shall furnish proof satisfactory to the
Board that the applicant has successfully graduated from a two (2) year
associate program in the practice of veterinary technology or animal health at
an institution accredited by the American Veterinary Medical Association
(AVMA) Committee on Veterinary Technician Education and Activities
(CVTEA) at the time the applicant graduated.

11203 NATIONAL EXAMINATION

11203.1 To qualify for certification, an applicant shall furnish proof of
having obtained, no more than seven (7) years prior to the submission of a
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certification application under this chapter, a passing score on
the Veterinary Technician National Examination (VTNE) or its successor
examination, administered by the American Association of Veterinary State
Boards (AAVSB) or its successor.

11203.2 The passing score for the VTNE shall be as established by
AAVSB.
11203.3 An applicant shall arrange for the score to be transmitted to the

Board directly from AAVSB.

11204 KNOWLEDGE OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA VETERINARY
JURISPRUDENCE

11204.1 To qualify for certification under this section, an applicant shall
demonstrate to the Board’s satisfaction that he or she possesses competent
knowledge and understanding of the laws and rules pertaining to veterinary
practice in the District. The Board may adopt or implement a District of
Columbia Veterinary Jurisprudence Examination or other methods such as
mandatory educational sessions.

11205 ALTERNATIVE QUALIFICATION THROUGH EDUCATION AND
TRAINING
11205.1 Notwithstanding the requirement of § 11202, an applicant who

does not meet the requirement of § 11202.1 may qualify for
a veterinary technician certification if he or she:

(a) Has completed, with a minimum passing grade of C or equivalent, at
least two-hundred and thirty (230) clock hours of post-secondary instruction
relevant to the practice of veterinary technician, which includes:

(1) Biology I;

(2) Biology I;

(3) Microbiology;

(4) Chemistry;

(5) Anatomy and physiology I; and
(6) Anatomy and physiology II; and
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(b) Has accrued at least four thousand (4,000) hours of Directed Clinical
Practice under the supervision of a licensed veterinarian

Fee Schedule:

VETERINARY EUTHANASIA TECHNICIAN:

VETERINARY TECHNICIAN:

Initial Certification Fee $ 50.00

Initial Certification Fee $ 50.00

Inactive Status Fee $ 10.00

Inactive Status Fee $ 10.00

Renewal Fee $ 50.00

Renewal Fee $ 50.00

Late Renewal Fee $ 20.00

Late Renewal Fee $ 20.00

Certificate Duplication Fee $ 34.00

Certificate Duplication Fee $ 34.00

Verification of Records $ 34.00

Verification of Records $ 34.00

Reinstatement Fee $ 70.00

Reinstatement Fee $ 70.00

Criminal Background Check $ 50.00

Criminal Background Check $ 50.00

LEGISLATIVE HEARINGS

https://dccouncil.us/events/list/
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DISCUSSION ITEMS
0S-0521-22 MATTERS FOR BOARD CONSIDERATION

0S-0521-23  FINAL COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC

0S-0521-24 A READING OF OPEN SESSION MOTIONS

CLOSING

0S-0521-25  MOTION TO CLOSE

Board Action:
To go into closed session to discuss confidential matters as permitted in DC
Official Code § 2-575(b).

Background:

This concludes the Public Open Session of the meeting. The Board will now
move into the Executive Section, which is closed to the public, to seek the
advice of counsel to the board, pursuant to D.C. Official Code § 2-575(b)(4); to
administer licensing of health professionals governed by the Board, pursuant

to D.C. Official Code § 2-575(b)(6); to discuss disciplinary matters pursuant to
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D.C. Official Code § 2-575(b)(9); administration of licensing pursuant to D.C.
Official Code § 2-575(b)(6); discuss ongoing or planned investigations
pursuant to D.C. Official Code § 2-575(b)(14). This meeting is governed by the
Open Meetings Act. Please address any questions or complaints arising under
this meeting to the Office of Open Government at opengovoffice@dc.gov

0S-0521-26  MOTION TO ADJOURN

Board Action:
To adjourn the meeting.

Background:
At the end of every meeting, a motion to adjourn must be made in open
session to close out the business of the Board.

This ends the Open Session Agenda, next meeting is scheduled for July 16, 2026

This meeting is governed by the Open Meetings Act. Please address any questions or complaints
arising under this meeting to the Office of Open Government at opengovoffice@dc.gov
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