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Occupational and Professional Licensing
District of Columbia Board of Funeral Directors 1100 4th Street, SW, Room E300
Washington, DC 20024



DC Board of Funeral Directors
Public Meeting Minutes
Date: Thursday, September 3rd, 2026
Time: 1:02 PM – 3:38 PM
Location: Virtual Meeting (Zoom)

**This meeting is governed by the Open Meetings Act. Please address any questions or complaints arising from this meeting to the Office of Open Government at opengovoffice@dc.gov**


1. Call to Order
Board Chair John McGuire called the meeting to order at 1:00 PM and confirmed that a quorum was present.

2. Roll Call
Board Members Present
· John McGuire, Chair
· Randolph Horton, Board Member
· Kasey Martin, Board Member
· Ernest Boykin, Consumer Member 
DLCP Staff
· Allison Wade, Program Support Specialist/ Board Administrator
· Demetrius Norman, Chief Customer Service Officer
· Kevin Cyrus, Education Coordinator
· Irina Moore, Exam Coordinator
· Faiza Majeed, Legal Counsel
· Sidon Yohannes, Legal Counsel
· Matthew Santiago, Legal Counsel
· Kiyana Rayfield, Paralegal Specialist
· April Randall, Legislative & Public Affairs Officer
· Allison Brown, Policy Analyst
· Taylor Coleman, Legislative Affairs Specialist
Guests
· No members of the public were present

3. Approval of July 2nd, 2026, meeting minutes.
· Motion to approve: Ernest Boykin
· Second: Kasey Martin
· Motion passed unanimously.

4. Legislative Updates
· No Legislative Updates


5. Old Business

5.1  Forum Update (Kevin Cyrus)
Presenters confirmed: 
· John Brown – Alkaline Hydrolysis 
· Joseph Gasimov & Sylvia Lunas Lopez – Vital Records 
· Melissa Dickey – Federal Trade Commission 
· Event scheduled for October 29, 2026, 6–9 PM at MLK Library. 
· All invitations sent. 
· Discussion on whether to include an attorney presentation; possible 15-minute segment recommended. 
· Parking will not be validated; attendees encouraged to use Metro. 
5.2 Recruitment Initiative / Video Project
· Board discussed creating an updated “Day in the Life” funeral director recruitment video. 
· Mr. McGuire has located an older video for review; will share it with board members and staff. 
· Kevin Cyrus located the script from the previous project. 
· Kasey Martin and Ernest Boykin will collaborate on developing a scope of work. 
· DLCP Comms Team can assist once the scope is finalized. 


6. New Business

6.1 Practical Exam Update (Irina Moore)
· Next practical exam scheduled for September 16, 2026, at 11:00 AM at UDC. 
· Two examinees scheduled; examiners will be Kasey Martin and John McGuire. 
· No additional candidates are currently awaiting testing. 

7. Public Comment- None

8. Executive Session

*Executive Session ( Closed to the Public) to consult with an attorney under D.C. Official Code § 2- 575(b) (4) (A); D.C. Official Code § 2-575(b) (9) (13) (14) to seek the advice of counsel, D.C. Official Code Section 2-575(b)(9) to discuss disciplinary matters, and D.C. Official Code Section 2-775(b)(13) to deliberate upon a decision in an adjudication action or to discuss complaints/legal matters, applications.*

The Board entered Executive Session to discuss matters permitted under the DC Open Meetings Act. At approximately 1:38 PM
Motion: Ernest Boykin
Second: Kasey Martin
Motion passed unanimously.
After Executive Session, the Board reconvened in public session at 3:28 pm

9. Return to Public Session/ Licensing Actions

The Board took the following actions:

· In the matter of Chrylle Bluford, the Board is moving to reinstate the license. 
· The Board approves the application submitted by Barbara Wilson; provided that the applicant revises her application to a License by Endorsement and provides the required documentation. 
· In the matter of Erik Avant, the Board is moving to approve the license. 


10. Complaint Actions

· In the matter of Leslie Saravia, the Board moves to defer to the next meeting. 
· In the matter of Virginia James, the Board moves to dismiss complaint for lack of jurisdiction. 
· In the matter of Lynette Davis, the Board is moving to defer to the next meeting and request a supplemental investigation. 
· In the matter of Arlene Harley, the Board moves to defer to the next meeting. 
· In the matter of Ashanti Williams, the Board moves to issue a Notice of Intended Action to take Disciplinary Action and impose a $5000 fine. 
· In the matter of Dunn & Sons, the Board moves to issue a Notice of Intended Action to take Disciplinary Action and impose a $5000 fine. 
· In the matter of Wendall Bacon, the Board moves to accept the ALJ’s decision issued in 2025-DLCP-00611. 
· 

11. Next Meeting

The next public meeting will be held on:
Thursday, November 5th, 2026, at 1:00 PM via Zoom.

12. Adjournment
Motion to Adjourn: Ernest Boykin
Second:  Kasey Martin
Outcome: Passed unanimously.
Adjourned at: 3:38 PM
Date: 09/03/2026

Respectfully submitted,

Recorder/transcriber: Allison Wade- Board Administrator

Board Chairman:	Mr. John McGuire 
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