[image: ]
Occupational and Professional Licensing
District of Columbia Board of Funeral Directors 1100 4th Street, SW, Room E300
Washington, DC 20024



DC Board of Funeral Directors
Public Meeting Minutes
Date: Thursday, July 2nd, 2026
Time: 1:02 PM – 4:00 PM
Location: Virtual Meeting (Zoom)

**This meeting is governed by the Open Meetings Act. Please address any questions or complaints arising from this meeting to the Office of Open Government at opengovoffice@dc.gov**


1. Call to Order
Board Chair John McGuire called the meeting to order at 1:02 PM and confirmed that a quorum was present.

2. Roll Call
Board Members Present
· John McGuire, Chair
· Randolph Horton, Board Member
· Kasey Martin, Board Member (joined later in meeting)
DLCP Staff
· Allison Wade, Program Support Specialist/ Board Administrator
· Demetrius Norman, Chief Customer Service Officer
· Kevin Cyrus, Education Coordinator
· Faiza Majeed, Legal Counsel
· April Randall, Legislative & Public Affairs Officer
Guests
· Miya Robinson, Applicant- Joined to observe how the board meetings are ran.
· Freddie Adams, Applicant- Joined to receive information on application process.
· Joan Lelma, BEGA- Observation


3. Approval of June 4th, 2026, meeting minutes.
· Motion to approve: Randolph Horton
· Second: Kasey Martin
· Motion passed unanimously.

4. Legislative Updates
· Both bills have been moved forward, mark ups will be produced mid-July
·  Funeral Directors Licensing Reform Amendment Act: Creates a standalone embalmer's license (separating it from the traditional funeral director's license), replaces apprenticeships with required internships, revises educational criteria, and removes the high school diploma/GED requirement. [1, 2]
· Green Death Care Options Amendment Act: Expands the composition of the DC Board of Funeral Directors to include members with technical expertise in alternative (eco-friendly) methods of human remains disposition. [1] 
· July 24th Boards and Commissions DLCP training workshop Focus will be on media and FOIA training
· 
8. Executive Session
· 5. Old Business

5.1 Funeral Establishment Compliance
· No new updates from CPU were available for this meeting.

5.2 Annual Professional Forum Planning
The Board discussed planning for the upcoming Professional Excellence and Innovation in Funeral Service Forum.

Potential presenters and venue options were discussed. Assigned follow‑up items will be completed prior to the next meeting.


6. New Business- None

7. Public Comment- None

8. Executive Session

*Executive Session ( Closed to the Public) to consult with an attorney under D.C. Official Code § 2- 575(b) (4) (A); D.C. Official Code § 2-575(b) (9) (13) (14) to seek the advice of counsel, D.C. Official Code Section 2-575(b)(9) to discuss disciplinary matters, and D.C. Official Code Section 2-775(b)(13) to deliberate upon a decision in an adjudication action or to discuss complaints/legal matters, applications.*

The Board entered Executive Session to discuss matters permitted under the DC Open Meetings Act. At approximately 2:20 PM
Motion: Randolph Horton
Second: Kasey Martin
Motion passed unanimously.
After Executive Session, the Board reconvened in public session at 3:34pm

9. Return to Public Session/ Licensing Actions

The Board took the following actions:

· Carolyn McGee: Approved to sit for the DC Practical Examination
· Michael Walden: Approved to sit for the DC Law & Practical Examination
· Freddie Adams: Approved to sit for the DC Law & Practical Examination
· Sylvia Davies: Approved to sit for the DC Apprentice Examination
· Aisha Zadaran: Approved to sit for the DC Law & Practical Examination
· Kevin Staskowski: Approved Courtesy Card application 
· Manolito Diaz: Approved a Funeral Director reinstatement application
· Derek Slocum: Approved a Funeral Director reinstatement application
· Maya Robinson: Approved to sit for the DC & Practical Examination


10. Complaint Actions 

Agyemang -vs- Paradise Mortuary Complaint: FHE license, determining that the current license is under Donald Gray's name rather than the establishment name as required. They decided to require a new application to be submitted under Paradise Mortuary's correct name.
Regarding Holmes -vs- Fraiser Mason Complaint: The complaint was closed by The Board of Funeral Directors for lack of jurisdiction.
Saravia -vs- W.H. Bacon Complaint: The complaint was deferred until answers are received from specific questions generated by the board of Funeral Directors for investigators to ask and consider a supplemental investigation as a final attempt to get the funeral home's response before making any enforcement decisions.

11. Next Meeting

The next public meeting will be held on:
Thursday, September 3rd, 2026, at 1:00 PM via Zoom.

12. Adjournment
Motion to Adjourn: Randolph Horton
Second:  Kasey Martin
Outcome: Passed unanimously.
Adjourned at: 4 PM
Date: 06/04/2026

Respectfully submitted,

Recorder/transcriber: Allison Wade- Board Administrator

Board Chairman:	Mr. John McGuire 
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