MAYOR’S OFFICE ON ASIAN AND PACIFIC ISLANDER AFFAIRS

COMMISSION ON ASIAN AND PACIFIC ISLANDER COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
April 26, 2023 6:30 PM
441 4th Street, NW Room 721 North

Washington, DC 20001

Conference Call
Conference call: 1-877-787-5492

Participant Password: 9401470

Confirmation Number: 7981972
Agenda

A. Call to Order (2 minutes)
B. Introductions (2 minutes)
a. Commissioners

b. MOAPIA Staff 
C. Quorum (2 minutes)
D. Approval of Agenda (2 minutes)
E. Presentation: James Yu (15 Minutes)

F. Executive Reports and Business Items (5 minutes total)
a. Director’s Report, Ben de Guzman, MOAPIA 
b. Questions and Answers
G. Sub-Committee updates (5 minutes)
a. Pacific Islander Task Force
b. National network of AAPI local agencies

c. AAPI Elected Officials

H. Miscellaneous Items (25 minutes)
a. AAPI Heritage Month
I. Meeting Adjournment (2 minutes)
Questions:

Niranjan Adhikari, Chairperson, niranjan.adhikari@dcbc.dc.gov
Ben Takai, Vice Chair, BenTakai@dcbc.dc.gov
Jennifer Hara, Secretary, Jennifer.hara@dcbc.dc.gov 
Ben de Guzman, MOAPIA, ben.deguzman@dc.gov 
communityaffairs.dc.gov/moapia
Call to Order

Chair Adhikari called the meeting to order at 6:34 PM.
Introduction of Commissioners and Quorum – quorum was not present. 

Commissioners In Attendance

Jennifer Hara (in person)

Niranjan Adhikari (by phone)

Krishna Godiwala (by phone)

Artisha Naidu (by phone)
(Not present: Jennifer Anderson, Jeffrey Duong Le, Sina Uipi, Karen Kwok, Dana Tai-Soon Burgess and Ben Takai (his last meeting))

MOAPIA Staff in Attendance

Ben de Guzman, Director

Lavau Nalu, Public Information Officer
Approval of Agenda – quorum was not present to approve the agenda. 

Executive Reports and Business Items

Director de Guzman gave his Director’s report. He gave some staff news and updates. After 18 years, Ngoc Trinh, MOAPIA’s Operations Director, has moved to the Office of Disability Rights as their Chief of Staff. Additionally, Samuel Gang and Thu Pham Wong have started working for the office.   

Community outreach has also been busy, including Emancipation Day and the Sakura Festival, which were on the same day. Director de Guzman participated in a few other events honroing the office. Additionally, there were some Earth Day clean up events, including one this coming weekend. 

There were a lot of documents translated this past month as well, given that the MOAPIA translation coordinator recently went on materinity leave. Safety and policing has also been a topic of importance and Director de Guzman is working with the Mayor’s Office on how to keep these top of mind. 

The office has also developed an internal calendar of events that Lavau will share with the Commission. 

The office also met with the Mayor’s Office of Talent and Appointments (MOTA) about the vacancies for the Commission. The new point of contact is Daniel Taylor at MOTA. There are quite a few applicants that are waiting to be processed. 
Commissioner Hara asked about the police officer Jin Park who was killed last weekend off-duty in a motorcycle accident. Director de Guzman will follow up with the MPD liaison. 

Director de Guzman gave an update about the relationship with the Jewish Community Relations Council and he asked for support from the Commission. Linked to that will be a panel discussion on Wednesday, May 25th with the Office of Human Rights and others. 

Finally, Director de Guzman asked for the Commission’s support to get the word out about the AAPI Heritage Month Event on May 8. Also, the National Council of AAPI Associations reached out about any events going on that could be added to their calendar. 
Director de Guzman also attended in a person capacity an event last night and yesterday to honor Vincent Chin.

Sub-Committee Updates

· None at this time. 
Miscellaneous Items

· Climate Change Impacts on the AAPI Community – Commissioner Naidu will share more in June, but she is taking a leave of absence from her job to pursue some work around this topic.  

· Foodelicious will be May 22 at MLK Library. Chef Peter Chang of Peter Changs and Chef Seng Luangrath of Thip Khao are the chefs who will join us. 

· All of the summer events are starting as well.  

The next meeting is Wednesday, June 21.

The meeting adjourned at 7:26 pm.
