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CODE CHANGE:  Please enter code change proposal on the following page using these formatting rules
Type all text in 12- POINT times new roman font
LINE THROUGH TEXT TO BE DELETED


UNDERLINE TEXT TO BE ADDED
CHECK ONE
X  Revise section to read as follows:


X  Delete section and substitute the following:

X  Add new section to read as follows:


  Delete section without substitution.


ESTIMATED IMPACT OF CODE CHANGE ON COST OF CONSTRUCTION 
CHECK ONE
 Increase

 Decrease
X Negligible

 Unknown 

 Per 1,000 SF single-family dwelling
      
to 
     
 Per 1,000SF of commercial building
      
to 
     

JUSTIFICATION OF CODE CHANGE:  Please enter justification in box below.  Continue justification on following page, if necessary.
Please reference one or more of the following criteria

X To address a critical life/safety, health, general welfare need.

X Address a unique character issue in the District of Columbia
 

X To address a specific District of Columbia policy or statute 

 Correction of  errors and omissions
X For consistency with federal, or with MD, VA codes


 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other (explain in justification text, below)
The change to “Design Flood,” “Floodproofing Certificate,” and “Underground Garage” promote consistency with 20 DCMR Chapter 31 as the District uses a Design Flood Elevation that establishes a higher standard than the federal minimum Base Flood Elevation.  The changes to “Functionally Dependent Facility” and “Manufactured Home” provide consistency with minor semantic changes made by the 2021 I-Codes.  The change to “Manufactured Home Park or Subdivision” replaces model code terminology with the District Office of Tax and Revenue equivalent.  The change to “Substantial Improvement” promotes consistency with FEMA best practices regarding variances for improvements to historic structures and accommodates the District’s higher local standard of regulating development in the Zone X (shaded) floodplain.  The change to “Lowest Floor” provides enhanced clarity by replacing the template definition from the I-Codes with the one contained in National Flood Insurance Program enabling legislation (44 CFR 59.1).  The latter is easier for the regulated community to interpret and promotes compliance by facilitating better understanding of regulations that limit below-grade enclosures.
“Start of construction” is added to Chapter 2 to maintain consistency with 20 DCMR Chapter 31 and prior versions of the Construction Codes.  “New construction” is added to maintain consistency with 20 DCMR 20 Chapter 31 and the National Flood Insurance Program enabling legislation (44 CFR 59.1).    
Note that the definitions of “Development,” “Functionally Dependent Facility,” “Manufactured Home,” “Manufactured Home Park or Subdivision,” “Recreational Vehicle,” and “Violation” are moved from Appendix G to Chapter 2 Section 202 by this code change.  However, only the specific portions of those definitions that are newly added to the text are underlined.   
This proposed code change uses the 2021 IBC as the base document.  Underlines and strike-outs are changes to the 2021 IBC.  Yellow highlighting is code change text not in the 2017 DC Building Code.

CHAPTER 2 DEFINITIONS 
 
SECTION 202 DEFINITIONS 
 
ACCESSORY STRUCTURE (for Appendix G). A structure that is:  
1. Not used for human habitation.  
2. Incidental to a main structure on the premises.  
3. Used only for the parking of vehicles or limited storage.   
 
ALTERATION OF A WATERCOURSE. A dam, impoundment, channel relocation, change in channel alignment, channelization, or change in cross-sectional area of the channel or the channel capacity, or any other form of modification which may alter, impede, retard or change the direction and/or velocity of the riverine flow of water during conditions of the base flood.   
BASE FLOOD.  The flood having a 1-percent chance of being equaled or exceeded in any given year.  The base flood is commonly referred to as the “100 year flood” or the “1-percent-annual chance flood.”
BASEMENT (for flood loads) (for Section 1612 and Appendix G). The portion of a building having its floor subgrade (below ground level) on all sides. This definition of “Basement” is limited in application to the provisions of Section 1612 and Appendix G. 
DESIGN FLOOD. The flood event associated with the Design Flood Elevation as greater of the following two areas: 1. Area with a flood plain subject to a 1-percent or greater chance of flooding in any year. 2. Area designated as a flood hazard area on a community’s flood hazard map, or otherwise legally designated. specified in 20 DCMR Chapter 31.
DESIGN FLOOD ELEVATION. The required design elevation of the “design flood,” including wave height, specified in 20 DCMR Chapter 31 for compliance with flood resilience regulations relative to the datum specified on the District of Columbia’s community’s legally designated flood hazard map. In areas designated as Zone AO, the design flood elevation shall be the elevation of the highest existing grade of the building’s perimeter plus the depth number (in feet) specified on the flood hazard map. In areas designated as Zone AO where a depth number is not specified on the map, the depth number shall be taken as being equal to 2 feet (610 mm). 
DEVELOPMENT (for Section 1612 and Appendix G). Any man-made change to improved or unimproved premises real estate, including but not limited to, buildings or other structures, temporary structures, temporary or permanent storage of materials, mining, dredging, filling, grading, paving, excavations, operations, and other land-disturbing activities and the subdivision of land.  
 
DEVELOPMENT SITE (for Section 1612 and Appendix G). A record lot wholly or partially within a flood hazard area on which any development is proposed to occur.  
 
ELEVATION CERTIFICATE. The National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP) Elevation Certificate (FEMA form 086-0-33), any successor to FEMA form 086-0-33, or other approved form, used to certify that new buildings and substantial improvements in Flood Hazard Areas are properly elevated in accordance with the Floodplain Management Regulations of the District of Columbia. 
 
ENCROACHMENT (for Appendix G). The placement of fill, excavation, buildings, permanent structures or other development into a flood hazard area which may impede or alter the flow capacity of riverine flood hazard areas. 
 
FLOOD HAZARD AREA. 

The greater of the following two areas:

1. The area within a flood plain subject to a 1-percent or greater chance of flooding in any year.

2. The area designated as a flood hazard area on a community’s flood hazard map, or otherwise legally designated 
 
The area designated as a flood hazard area in 20 DCMR, Chapter 31.  
 
FLOODPLAIN ADMINISTRATOR. The Director of the District of Columbia Department of Energy & Environment (DOEE).  
 
FLOODPLAIN MANAGEMENT REGULATIONS OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. The flood-resistant construction provisions of the Construction Codes in combination with the flood resilience rules promulgated by the Department of Energy and the Environment (DOEE), set forth in 20 DCMR Chapter 31, and in Title 6, Chapter 5 of the DC Official Code (2018 Repl.).  
 
FLOODPROOFING CERTIFICATE. The National Flood Insurance Program Floodproofing Certificate (FEMA form 086-0-34), any successor to FEMA form 086-0-34, or other approved form, used to certify a floodproofing design for nonresidential buildings that are permitted as an alternative to elevating to or above the Design Flood Elevation.  
 FUNCTIONALLY DEPENDENT FACILITY (for Appendix G).  A facility that cannot perform its intended purpose unless it is located or carried out in close proximity to water. The term includes only docking facilities, port facilities necessary for the loading or unloading of cargo or passengers, and shipbuilding and ship repair facilities. The term does not include long-term storage, manufacture, sales or service facilities.
 
HISTORIC STRUCTURE (for Appendix G). Any structure that is: (a) individually listed in the National Register of Historic Places (a listing maintained by the U.S. Department of Interior) or preliminarily determined by the Secretary of the Interior as meeting the requirements for individual listing on the National Register; (b) certified or preliminarily determined by the Secretary of the Interior as contributing to the historical significance of a registered historic district or a district preliminarily determined by the Secretary to qualify as a registered historic district; (c) individually listed on a state inventory of historic places in states with historic preservation programs which have been approved by the Secretary of the Interior, such as the DC Register of Historic Places; or (d) individually listed on a local inventory of historic places in communities with historic preservation programs that have been certified either: (i) by an approved state program as determined by the Secretary of the Interior; or (ii) directly by the Secretary of the Interior in states without approved programs.  
 
LETTER OF MAP CHANGE. An official determination issued by the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) that amends or revises an effective Flood Insurance Rate Map or Flood Insurance Study. Letters of Map Change include:  
1. Letter of Map Amendment (LOMA): An amendment based on technical data showing that a property was incorrectly included in a designated special flood hazard area. A LOMA amends the current effective Flood Insurance Rate Map and establishes that a specific property, portion of a property, or structure is not located in a special flood hazard area.  
2. Letter of Map Revision (LOMR): A revision based on technical data that may show changes to flood zones, flood elevations, special flood hazard area boundaries and floodway delineations, and other planimetric features.  
3. Letter of Map Revision Based on Fill (LOMR-F): A determination that a structure or parcel of land has been elevated by fill above the base flood elevation and is, therefore, no longer located within the special flood hazard area. In order to qualify for this determination, the fill must have been permitted and placed in accordance with the community’s floodplain management regulations.  
4. Conditional Letter of Map Revision (CLOMR): A formal review and comment as to whether a proposed flood protection project or other project complies with the minimum NFIP requirements for such projects with respect to delineation of special flood hazard areas. A CLOMR does not revise the effective Flood Insurance Rate Map or Flood Insurance Study; upon submission and approval of certified as-built documentation, a Letter of Map Revision may be issued by FEMA to revise the effective FIRM.   
5. Conditional Letter of Map Revision Based on Fill (CLOMR-F): A formal review and comment as to whether a proposed project that would, upon construction, result in a modification of the SFHA through the placement of fill outside the existing regulatory floodway complies with the minimum NFIP requirements for such projects with respect to delineation of special flood hazard areas. A CLOMR-F does not revise the effective Flood Insurance Rate Map or Flood Insurance Study; upon submission and approval of certified as-built documentation, a Letter of Map Revision Based on Fill may be issued by FEMA to revise the effective FIRM.   
LOWEST FLOOR (for Section 1612 and Appendix G).  The lowest floor of the lowest enclosed area, (including basement)., but excluding any An unfinished or flood-resistant enclosure, usable solely for vehicle parking, building access or limited storage is not considered a building’s lowest floor, provided that such an enclosure is in an area other than a basement area and is not built so as to render the structure in violation of the applicable non-elevation design requirements of 20 DCMR Chapter 31 or the flood-resistant construction provisions of the Construction Codes. Section 1612.
 
MANUFACTURED HOME (for Appendix G).  A structure that is transportable in one or more sections, built on a permanent chassis, designed for use with or without a permanent foundation when attached to the required utilities, and constructed to the Federal Manufactured Home Construction and Safety Standards and rules and regulations promulgated by the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development. The term also includes mobile homes, park trailers, travel trailers and similar transportable structures that are placed on a site for 180 consecutive days or longer.

 
MANUFACTURED HOME PARK OR SUBDIVISION (for Appendix G). A parcel (or contiguous parcels) of land record lot divided into two or more manufactured home lots for rent or sale.  
 
MARKET VALUE (for Appendix G). The assessed value of the building or structure, as established by the District of Columbia Office of Tax and Revenue, Real Property Tax Administration (OTR). The assessed value of the land on which the building or structure is located shall not be included in the determination. The relevant assessment shall be the OTR assessment promulgated before the damage occurred or before the repair or improvement is started. 
NEW CONSTRUCTION (for Appendix G).  For floodplain management purposes, structures for which the start of construction commenced on or after the effective date of the initial FIRM (i.e., November 15, 1985) and includes any subsequent improvements to such structures.
RECREATIONAL VEHICLE (for Appendix G). A vehicle that is built on a single chassis, 400 square feet (37.16 m2) or less when measured at the largest horizontal projection, designed to be self-propelled or permanently towable by a light-duty truck, and designed primarily not for use as a permanent dwelling but as temporary living quarters for recreational, camping, travel or seasonal use. A recreational vehicle is ready for highway use if it is on its wheels or jacking system, is attached to the site only by quick disconnect-type utilities and security devices and has no permanently attached additions.

START OF CONSTRUCTION (for Appendix G).  The date of issuance of a permit for new construction, and substantial improvements to existing structures, provided the actual start of construction, repair, reconstruction, rehabilitation, addition, placement or other improvement is within 180 days after the date of issuance of . The actual start of construction means the first placement of permanent construction of a building (including a manufactured home) on a site, such as the pouring of a slab or footings, installation of pilings or construction of columns. Permanent construction does not include land preparation (such as clearing, excavation, grading or filling), the installation of streets or walkways, excavation for a basement, footings, piers or foundations, the erection of temporary forms or the installation of accessory buildings such as garages or sheds not occupied as dwelling units or not part of the main building. For a substantial improvement, the actual “start of construction” means the first alteration of any wall, ceiling, floor or other structural part of a building, whether or not that alteration affects the external dimensions of the building.
SUBSTANTIAL IMPROVEMENT (for Appendix G). Any repair, reconstruction, rehabilitation, alteration, addition or other improvement of a building or structure, the cost of which equals or exceeds 50 percent of the market value of the structure before the improvement or repair is started. If the structure has sustained substantial damage, any repairs are considered substantial improvement regardless of the actual repair work performed. The term does not, however, include either: 
1. Any project for improvement of a building required to correct existing health, sanitary or safety code violations identified by the building official and that are the minimum necessary to assure safe living conditions. 
2. Any alteration of a historic structure provided that the alteration will not preclude the structure’s continued designation as a historic structure.
2. Any repair, reconstruction, rehabilitation, alteration, addition or other improvement of a detached one- and two-family dwelling or townhouse not more than three stories above grade plane in height with a separate means of egress located wholly outside of flood hazard areas mapped in Zones A, AE, A1-30, A99, AR, AO, or AH but wholly or partially within flood hazard areas mapped in Zone X (shaded), the cost of which is less than $200,000.  The floodplain administrator may adjust this value annually using updated assessment data from the Office of Tax and Revenue for the value of improvements at residential properties in Zone X (shaded).   
UNDERGROUND GARAGE (for Appendix G). An enclosed area that is below grade on all sides and is below the design flood elevation that will be used solely for parking, building access, or storage. 
VIOLATION (for Section 1612 and Appendix G).  A development that is not fully compliant with this appendix or Section 1612 or Appendix G, as applicable.

