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THE PUBLIC’S BILL OF RIGHTS TO OPEN AND 
TRANSPARENT GOVERNMENT 

____________________________________________________ 
This document is not exhaustive and its intent is to provide the public with a 
brief overview of its rights to an open and transparent government pursuant 
to the Opening Meetings Act (“OMA”), D.C. Official Code § 2-571 et seq.;  
and,  the Freedom of Information Act (“FOIA”), D.C. Official Code § 2-531 

et seq. 
 

 You have the right to full and complete information regarding 
the affairs of government and the actions of those who 
represent the public.  

 
 You have the right to receive advance notice of a public body’s 

meeting date and the planned agenda of the meeting. Public 
bodies are boards and commissions and similar entities. 
Examples include the Alcoholic Beverage Control Board (ABC 
Board), the DC Public Charter School Board (DCPCSB), and the 
Board of Zoning Adjustment (BZA). 

 
 You have a right to be present during the open portion of a 

public body’s meeting. 
 

 You have the right to comment at a public meeting if the law 
authorizes a period of public comment or the public body 
reserves a period for public comment. 

 
 You have the right to receive copies of the roll call vote and 

statement citing the reason for the closure of a public meeting 
when a public body enters into a closed/executive session. 



 

 

 
 You have the right to inspect, and at your discretion, to copy any 

public record of a public body subject to stated exemptions in 
the law. 

 
 You have the right to request a waiver of cost of a records 

request, which must be granted if the public body finds granting 
the waiver is in the public interest. 

 
 You have the right to receive advance notice of the costs of your 

records request. 
 

 You have the right to receive, within 15 business days, unless 
the public body invokes for statutory reasons a 10-business day 
extension, a written determination of your FOIA request for 
public records.  

 
 You have the right to appeal to the Mayor or D.C. Superior Court 

a full or partial denial of your FOIA request for records. 
 

 You have the right file a complaint with the Office of Open 
Government to initiate an investigation of an alleged violation of 
the OMA or FOIA. 
 

 
For additional information, please contact the Office of Open Government 
via telephone at 202-481-3411 or via e-mail at opengovoffice@dc.gov. 
 


