
OPEN MEETINGS ACT 
TRAINING FOR PUBLIC BODY POINTS OF CONTACT

 



BOARD OF ETHICS AND 
GOVERNMENT ACCOUNTABILITY 

ONLINE: OPEN-DC.GOV

http://www.open-dc.gov


THE OOG 
STORY



Freedom of Information Act 
D.C. Official Code 2-531 - 2-538



Open Meetings Act 
D.C. Official Code 2-571 - 2-580



Best Practices Recommendations

➤ Government Transparency 

➤ Access to Records 

➤ Access to Laws 

➤ Access to Data



“
“To ensure that government operations at 

every level are transparent, open to the 
public and promote civic engagement.”

Mission



QUORUM

Consider, Conduct, Advise



TYPES OF MEETINGS

➤ Regular 

➤ Hearings/Roundtable 

➤ Special 

➤ Emergency

Emails and Subcommittees



➤ Courts 

➤ Government bodies of public charter schools 

➤ Mayor’s Cabinet 

➤ Professional or administrative staff of public bodies when 
gathered outside the presence of a quorum 

➤ Advisory Neighborhood Commissioners

Excluded from the OMA



Notice, Protocol, Recordings



➤ 48 hours / 2 business days 

➤ Physical Posting 

➤ Posting on agency/public body 
site 

➤ Time, date, location 

➤ Agenda 

➤ OMA cite for closed session

Notice



EXCEPTIONS TO THE OMA

➤ Court Order/Statute 

➤ Negotiations 

➤ Attorney/Client Privilege 

➤ Trade Secrets 

➤ Testing/Grading 

➤ Training 

➤ Deliberations 

➤ Investigations 

➤ Personnel



➤ Open the session 

➤ Take a roll call vote 

➤ Cite reason for closure 

➤ Limit discussion 

➤ Record 

➤ Re-open in public session

Protocol for Closed Sessions

Improper closed = Improper notice



➤ Audio 
➤ Video 
➤ Transcript 
➤ Detailed meeting minutes/3 days



Complaint Process 
3 DCMR 104



COMPLAINTS

➤ May refer to past meetings 

➤ Submitted in writing in person; online, mail or email 

➤ 14 business days to resolve a complaint (additional info, dismissal, binding 
opinion, or conciliation



CENTRAL CALENDAR



CENTRAL CALENDAR



CENTRAL CALENDAR



➤ Word 1993 or <

ODAI



OMA Cheat Sheet





THANK YOU! 

JOHNNIE BARTON, ATTORNEY ADVISOR | 202.741.5373  | JOHNNIE.BARTON2@DC.GOV 

WADDAH KITTAB, APPLICATION ENGINEER | 202.741.0627 |  WADDAH.KITTAB@DC.GOV |  
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